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AUSTIN TEXAS
INTER-QFFICt
Files, thru Richard Ratliff, Chief
From . Russ Meyer . 1o Ply. of Compliauce and Imspectiun
sussgct L TSR Teduest about possible exposure to rediation

On September &, 1981 I receivesd a memo from Dave Lacker requesting I
contact mrs. Vicki Landrgm corcerning an incident in which she believed
she may have been exposed to ionizing radiation. The next day I callea
Mrs. Landram to srrange a me=2ting. Mrs. Landram gave me a very cursory
description of the events she experienced on the night of December 29,
1980 and requested I speak with Mr. John Schuessler {(ph. L83 2609) who
had assictecd her in trying to (etermine what she had witnessed.

On September 10, 1981 Mike Vredenburg, Gary Freeland and I met with Mr.
Schuessler. !r. Schuessler explained that &t approximetely 9:00 P.M,

on the evening of December 29, 1980 Mrs. Landr,m accompanied by a
friend, Mrs. Betty Cash and her grandcon, Colby Leu.drym was driving

on highway 1485 (2100) from New Caney to Huffman. At & point somewhere
betweer. a highway warning sign and a tavern on a straight stretch of the
road, they stopped the car and observed a large (about the size of the
Dayton water tower) ovoid object approximately 80 feet above the ground.
The obJlect was glowing and emitting flames from the section closest to
the ground. The flames fanned out and covered the road z2head. The

car was approximately 133 feet from the flames. Mrs. Landram sta ed
that the object 1it up the sky and was accompenied by 23 helicopters
(twin and single rotor). They stayed there for an unspecified time
observing the object. Mrs. Landram and Mrs. Cash were exposed in the
open for the longest period of time. Colby was frightened and only re-~
maiaed ocutside the car for a few minutes. The object rose and moved

off accompanied by the helicopters. Mrs. Iandraom and Mrs. Cash got inm
the car, the door handles were hot to the touch (under hypnosis Mrs.
Landram remembered fea2ling heat). They drove up to a "T" intersection
and took & counector road (FR 2100) to 1960; at this point they again
observed the object moving toward Huffman(?). Later that evening when
Mrs. Jash returned home her neck began to sweilil and redden and she becsan
to vomit and have diarrhea. Approximately three dav~ later she wert

to Parkway Hospital. She was seen by Doctor V. D. ..enoy. She was
alsoc seen by Joseph E. Darsey, n. (o.,.thalmologist), Solomecn Brinkmr:
M.D. (dermatologist), K. I Fung  D. {(radiologist), Hauser, M.D.
(performed EEG), Dr. Shinoy (checked her for heavy metal poisening),
Karen Kumar, M.D. (neurologist) and all lab work wa= done by Brown and
Assoc. Meuical Lab. Hypnosis was performed on Mrs. Landram by R. Leo
Sprinkle, Ph.D. a psychologist at the Univ. of Wyoming. Medical records
vere reviewed by Peter Rsnk, M.D., Madison, Wisconsin, ph. 605/251-2371.
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I asked Mr. Schuessler if any other people had reported seeing the
object that night. He stated they had - some just saw helicopters and
some Just saw the object. One of these inuividuals is Mr. Jerry
MrDonald, 203 Hil1ll St., Dayton, TX., ru. 258-5956.

I then =sked Mr. Schuessler if he had pin-pointed the location of the
siting. Mr. Schuessler stated that due to the late hour and the ladies'’
) emotional state they could not remember the exact location and could
only state that they believed they saw the object on the straight por-
tion of FR 1485 bvetween a beer jJoint and some kind of highway warning ;
sign. {

On September 16, 1681 Mike Vredenburg and I drove to the Montgomery Co.
library in Conroe and xeroxed newspaper articles about Mrs. Landram's

: experience and then drove down FM 1485 to 1960 following the route she
took the night of Dec. 29, 1980. During the drive we surveyed both
sides of the road using the Ludlum 1L4-C and Nal probe. No significant
deviations from background radiation were noted. We specifically sur-
veyed the 7.2 mile straight stretch of road between tre Jjunction of

; FR 2100 and FR 1485 and the W. Casey residence (point at which FR 1k85
begins the straight stretch). We drove and surveyed this stretch 3
times. Three scil samples were 8lso taken. As there were no unusual
readings noted duriag the surveys samples were taken at the beginning,
middle and end of the 7.2 mile stretch {specifically sample no. B-1
across the road from the Casey residence, sample no. B-2 by the road-
side in front of the "Place of Faith", 29410 Huffman - New Car<y Rd4d.,
sample no. B-3 at the Korthwest corner of the intersection of ‘R 210QJ

s and FR 1485 (Wolf Rd.) Field analysis of the samples is negative;

' they are being sent in for additional analysis. We also noted thst
there are two beer Joints along this stretch of road - one at Luce
Bayou and another at 12,800 Huffman-New Caney Rd. (FR 1485); no warning

A

signs were

Cenclusions”
} Survey ana mpling results indicate that no contamination from
radioacti - exists along the stretch of FK 1485 on which Mrs.
| Landram ¢ : e object. As to whether Mrs. Landram, Mr:. Cash and
Colby mig. - . been exposed to radiation from a sesled source or

radiation producing equipment can only be determined from clinical
findings and consultation with prhysicians educated and experienced with
the cytologicel and clinical man festations of exposure to radiation.
It is worthy to note that Dr. Rank{(?) stated that the type of injury
reported could have been caused by ultra-violet, infrared, lov energy
x-ray cr particulate rad- tion.
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Recommendations:

A release should be cttained for Landram's, Mrs. Cash's and Colby's
medical records and these be scheduled to be reviewed by the
Bureau's medical advisory committee to wmake the final determination
as to whether or not those individuals wvere exposed to non-ionizing
or ionizing radiation.

52 -
Signed d é% %&_/_

Date 9/17/81
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By John Ke'so

DAYTON — Vickie Landrum,
62, used to work as 8 waitress at
the Truck Stop Cafe on Texas 321,
ahout seven miles north of here,

But these days she spends most
of her time sitting inside her n.od-
est home hiding from the sun. She
does not work anymore. She de-
scribes her life as that of 2 hermit,

Landrum’s friend,

56, used to own the cafe, forr ierly
a pupular spot for truck drivers
hauling logs and other goods. But
the cafe is closed now. Cash moved
to Birmingham, Ala,, in early 1981
lo live with relatives, She needed
someone to take carc of her. She,
0o, stays out of the sun.

Both women have not worked in
years because they suffer from
inany medical problems, among
them sensitivity to sunlight.

¢ Sunlight makes Cash break out
- in big water blisters, she said.
Landrum, a member of this
"small rice and soybean farming
+ community about 40 miles north-
" east of Houston, used to enjoy fish-
ing. She sull does, but she goes only
[ at night. The sun causes too much

3 in Deyton cldiming damage for

Vickie
Landrum
says of
flying
object: ‘I
was
thinkirg
this was
the end.’

pain, she says.
Because of their medical troy-

bles, Cash, Landrum, and Lan-
drum's 11-year-old grandson,
Colby, are suing the federal go-
ver: -nent for $20 miilion. They say
tha: while driving on a country
road Dec. 29, 1980, about 20 mifes
from Londrum's house, they re-
ceived radiation poisoning from a
mysterious, diamond-shaped fly-
ing object the size of a small water
tower. They contend that the ob-
ject w:mtj :dot : spo‘caatp, but was
surroun y military helicop-
ters. Altiough they have no proof
of it, they say that it was a govern-
ment experiment gone awry.

“1 don't believe in UFOs,” Cash
said. “I've had people call me und
sy, ‘You mean there were little

-
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exposure to flying objéct‘

green men on it?’ And I tell them,
‘Well, if there were any on it, 1
didn't see it.’

Cush and Landrum say the heli-
coplers they saw were large and
were equipped with two rotary
blades. According to Jay Miller, a
flight expert in Texas, that descrip-
tion fits CH-47s, or Chinooks, which
are primarily Army cargo
helicopters.

The case is awaiting action in
the court of U.S. District Judge
Ross Sterling in Houston. Govern-
ment attorneys have asked that the
case be thrown out. “There's no
Cause of action,” said Frank Con-
forti, the US. attorney handling
the case for the government.

William Shead, a lawyer repre-
senting the three, admits that the
case is different. Shead is a mem-
ber of Mutual UFQ Network Inc. in
Seguin. The network investigates
UFO sightings and has spent count-
less hours checking out this cne.

“There hasn’t been much in the
legal system about this” kind of
case, he said. “I really don't have
any theories on it. I do fee! like the
government knows what it was, but
we don’t have their answer oa it
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As the witnesses have all stated,
tere were a whole series of mili-
wrydype helicopters either going
along sort of corralling the instru.
ment, or protecting the instrument,
or leading the instrument, or what
Mave you. And surely they must
have r.ade some reporis on It
same here. But we haven't been
' [0 get the government to open
& up and reveal i},

Network invest .ators have not

0 able to find uay flight plans
for military hellcopters In the area
@ the night of the incident, said
Walt Andrus of Seguin, the interna-
eaa! director uf the network. He
mid every airport and military
hase in Texas and Louisiana has
been checked.

John Schuessier, network depu-
t¥ director and an investigator in
s case, says he thinks the investi-
gation has been inconclusive be-
cause his inquiries were done by
telephone and he was not allowed
® ook at military records.
Schoessier, an enginzer for an
sercepace compuny in Houston,
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ted Jan. 25, and discharged Feb. 9.

Cash's attending physician at
Parkway could not be reached for
comment. Bt Dr. Bryan McClel
land, ¢ Birmingham doctor who Is
treattng Cash, said he thinks her
skin problems are the result of
radiation.

“Certainly her skin changes,
which are pretty obvious on her
hands, are all caused from the ra-
diation,” hc said. McClelland said
he believes Cash and that it Is his
oplinion that a high energy source
hung over her head the night of the
reported incident.

Few in Dayton can provide any
Information on the incident. But
Dayton police officer L.L. Walker
sald he saw something that sur-
prised him on that same evening.

Walker, who has been on the Day-
ton police force since 1964, said he
saw some military helicopters that

“ening about dusk. He sald was
wriving on Texas 321 about 20
miles north of town with his wife
when he saw six to nine heficopters
flylng In a “spreadout V
formation.”

He said the helicopters bore
Army insignlas. “My wife said, ‘I
wonder what they're doing.’ And |
said, ‘1 don't know, but they're
looking for something’ At first |
thought they had an airplane
down. They were going in the gen-
eral direction of where they said
they had that problemn,” .. +ntd,
referring to the Landroms .|
Cash.

On the other hand, David Robin-

son saw nothing unusual on that
night, Robinson’s home Is behind
his convenience store, just down
FM 1485 from the area where Cash
and the Landrums say they saw the
object.

“I'm sure 1 would have been
home that night because I seldom
go anywhere" he said. “I'd bet
money on It.”

The incident is not exactly on
the llips of everybody in town.
Many - :em to have forgotten about
It, If they had heard about it at all.
“Nope, hadn’t heard about it,” said
Howard Watley, who owns a book-
store in dwntown Dayion. “Didn‘t
kanow we had one (a UF0) around.
Didn't ksow anything was going
on.”

The Incident has caused prob-

lems for Colby Landrum, a sixth.
grader at Colbert Middle School in
Dayton. Colby had nightmares for
six months, and aithough the bad
dreams have ceased, he is still un.
easy. Is he worried about some-
thing llke this happening again?
*No, not really.” he said. “But if it
does happen, 1 don't want it to
happen.”

Another problein for Colby has
been kids at school who used to
tease him, “They called me names
and stuff,” he sald, “They talked
about me and what happened to
me, and said [ didr't see It and stuff
like that.”

Vickie Landrum sald she is not
out to get the government. And she
says she did not fite the suit pri-

marily for money. More than mon-.

ey, she
provide
Cash, an
“The 1
me,"” she
cal help
You und
know wi
Igotit.1
the bills
house a:
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Walker, who hais been on the Day-
ton police for e since 1984, said he
saw some military helicopters that

~ening about dusk. He sald was
.riving on Texas 321 about 20
miles north of town with his wife
when he saw six to nine helicopters
flyving In a ‘“spread-out V
formation.”

He said ihe helicopters bore
Army insignias. "My wife sald, ‘I
wonder what they’re doing.’ And [
sald, 'l don't know, but they're
looking for something.’ At first 1
thought they had an airplane
down. They were going In the gen-
eral direction of where they said
they had that problein,” ~ snig,
referring to the Landroms : .|
Cash.

On the other hand, David Robin-

son saw nothing unusual on that
night. Robinson’s home ls behind
his convenlence store, just down
FM 1483 trom the area where Cash
and the Lancrums say they saw the
object.

“I'm sure | would have been
home that night because I seldom
go anywhere,” he sald. “I'd bet
money on it.”

The incident is not exactly on
the lips of everybody in town.
Many  :em to have forgotten about
It, If they had heard about it at all.
“Nope, hadn't heard about it,” said
Howard Watley, who owns a book-
store in downtown Dayton. “Didn‘t
know we had one (a UFQ) around.
Qna ksow anything -was golng
on."”

The _3.%2 has caused prob-

lems for Colby Landrum, a sixth-
grader at Colbert Middie Schooi in
Dayton. Colby had nightmares for
six months, and although the bad
dreams have ceased, he is still un-
easy. Is he worried about some-
thing like this happeaing again?
“No, not really,” he said. “But if it
does happen, I don't want it to
happen.”

Another problem for Colby has
been kids at school who used to
tease him. *'They called me names
and stuff,” he sald. “They talked
about me and what happened to
me, and said 1 didn’t see It and stuff
llke that.”

Vickie Landrum said she is not
out to get the government. And she
says she did not file the suil pri-

marily for money. More than mon-.

ey, she wasts the government- to
provide medical attention for ber,
Cash, and sspecially her grandson,

“The mooey is not importawut to
me,” she said. I would like maedi-
cal help more than anything sise.:
You understand? | really wodldn't
know what to do with the money I
I got it. I've always had plenty; like
the bills paid and groceries ia the
house and money in my pocket, }
always feit like I was one of Bn
lucky ones.”

But she does want her day 5
court. “I'm not trying to hoax. no.
8&... she said, DRSS

*What if it wag a whole school up
yonder” at the site of the incident?
she asked. “Or a whole busiond of
kids? A thirg ke that could.ded
siroy a whole town. That's-wha'
I'm fighting for.”
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metallic-cpored MO0 [
flames <hooti " boltem
hovered Leforr them dhe flames
atmost reached the pavement,
Landrum said. £ .

Cash stopped the cazand the trio
climbed out to fie ohjoct
Cash, who has suffered the ntost
physical problems, stayed outside
longer than the otheis, “Colby was
sereaming nod Irving o get away
from me t¢ run,” Liahdrum sald,
“Se I pushed hin back in the car.”

Landrum said she eot back in
the carto comfort the Savargster, 'l
was just telling hin hush be-
cause he reall
thing except ymine And i
'Cotby, vou touk™at that hipht dnd if
VOu see a man'step of the tight
it will be Jesus hrist, and he will
take us to a better place” i'm not
what you'd coll o fangtic but ] do
belleve {n the hereafter. And that
night I was weiphing mysel it ]
was readyv or nnd By > T was
thinking this was fhie ¢nd.”

When Cash got back in-the car,
according to thelr ctdry, the deor
handic on the dilver Sde was ko
hot that she Bad to uce et ceat Hke
a potholder to gpen it

they turnied oA ltie simeoaditioner,
Landrum sald, '

After the three be
object for a white, it

Just

they { 3

the object, they enld, They couated
at teast 23 - <, Landium
satd.

“lowas fike a siphlefhelicopters
that no one ot ween,” Lans
drum said, “Thea st bept coming
toit. Itio
to hem it
After the l_zw,";'dz"vt, wHicl Lan-
drurn 1 ’ hour,
Cash took the L 4 herite and
then drove to her enthey
reached thelr hones t cick.

Landrum said she drew o hath,
but the warm water made her $hin
burn, She said Coihy sudfered the
same problem. She o
bed, but he woke her
because ae had vornis
She heanr vormlng, ;

Cash <ald big b peared
on her face and nrcy: » was tak-
en to Parkway HosBuhd 19 1L

5 later. Haspiml o
show that she was-adrdiion ]
1981, discharped Jan. 14, readmit-
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Johin R. Haygood, Admiﬁistrator Kfchnrﬂ A. Ratliff, P.E., Director
mom Radioactive Material Tuspection Branch Yiyisien of Compliance and Inspection

SUBJECT vontact with News Media

On 9-10-85, Tom Curtis, a reporter with the Rallas Times-UHerald called

Charles R. Meyer to inquire about the "2 ladids ¢hat were exposed to radiation
in the Houston area' incident. Mr. LH!LI” s call was referred to me inasmuch
as i . Meyer was ou travel this week. ) T

Mr. Curtis asked if any evidence of radiation was found. I replied that no
indication was found that there was a soufce .of radidtion expesure in the area.
I explained that radiation (pamma, X- Ray)’ fr&m & source or machine would not
leave any indication, but loose contaminrcfon ml;ht be found in the soil. I
pointed out that Mr. Meyer was limited fm bis Investigation silnce he was not
able to directly contact the 2 ladies. He vas Forced to deal with swemci.—
intermediary. -

¢

Mr. Curtisdid not indicate whetherchis'iﬁformntion would be published. but did
say it "looked like their file would remain open"
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LAUSTING TEXAS

John R. Haygood, Administrator Richard A. Ratliff, P.E., Director

rrom Radicactive Material Imspection Branch 4 Diviston of Compliance and Inspection

SUBJECT _ cvontact with News Medila

On 9-10-85, Tom Curtis, a veporter with ¢he Dallas Times-Herald called
Charles R. Meyer to inquire about the "2 Jddies that were exposed to radiation
in the Houston area'" incident. My, Curti&'s call was referred to me inasmuch

as i .. Meyer was ou travel this week,

Mr. Curtis asked if any evidence of radiatien was found. T replied that no
indication was found that there was o ssuree of radiation expesure in the area.
1 explained that radiation (gamma, X Ay) from a source or machine would not
leave any indication, but loose contamiy 1
pointed out that Mr. Meyer was limdted in wis Investigation since he was not
able teo directly contact the 2 ladies.” He was forced to deal with evescioc
intermediary. S

Mr. Curtis did not indicate whether v information would be publisted. but did
say it "looked like their file would remain open".
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FROM ol

SUBJECT

AUSTIN : TEXAS

2 BF INTER- OFFICE
e

Files, thru Richard Ratliff, Chief
Div. of Compliance and Inspection

6"’ o TO e
Citizen request about nossible exposure to radiation

Ruses Meyer T

Com?{‘am%‘ﬁ&/@

On September 2, 1981 I received = memo from Dave Lacker requesting I
contact Mrs. Vicki Landrgm concerning an incident in which she believed
she may have been exposed to ionizing radiation. The next day I called
Mrs. Landré&m to arrange a meeiting. Mrg. Landram gave me a very curscry
description of the events she expericnced on the night of December 29,
1980 and reguested I speak with Mr. John Schuessler {pvh. 483 26069) who
had assisted her in trying to determine what she had witnessed.

On September 10, 1981 Mike Vredenburg, Gary Freeland and I met with
Schuessler. ¥Mr. Schuessler cxplained that at approximately 9:00 P.V
on the evening of December 29, 1980 Mrs. Landram accompanied by s
friend, Mrs. Betty Cash and her grandson, Colby Landrgm was driving
on highway 1485 (2100) from New Caney to Huffman. At a point somewhere
between a highway warning sign and a tavern on & straight stretch of the
road, they stopped the car and observ?d a large (about the size of the
Dayton water tower) ovoid obje-nt apprbximately 80 feet adove the ground.
The object was glowing and enitiing flames from 'the section c¢losest to
the ground. The flames fanned out and cevered the road ashead. The

car was approximately 133 feet from the flames. Mrs. Landram stated
that the object 1lit up the sky and vwes accompanied by 23 helicopters
(twin and single rotor). They étayed there' for an unspecified time
observing the object. Mrs. Landragm and ¥rs. Cash were exposed in the
open for the longest period of time. _holby was frightened and only re-
mained outside the car for a fe¥ minutes. The obi2ct rose and moved

off accompanied by the helicopters. Mrs. Landram and Mrs. Cach got in
the car, the door handles were hot to the touch {under hypnosis Mrs.
Landram rememb:red feeling heat). TPhey drove up to s "T" intersection
and took a connector road (FR 2100) to 1960; at his pointu they again
observed the object moving toward .affman{?). Later that evening when
Mrs. Cash returned home her neck began to swell ownd redden and she began
to vomit and have diarrhea. Approximately three days later she went

to Parkway Hospital. She was seen byJDoctor V. D. Shenoy. She was
also seen by Toseph E. Darsey, M.D. (ovhthalmologist), Solomon Brinkman,
M.D. (dermatclogist)}, X. B. Fung, M.D. {rnliologist), Hauser. M.D.
(performed BEEG), Dr. Shinoy (checked her for heavy metal poisoning),
Karen Kumar, M D. (neurologist) and all.ladb work was done by Brown and
Assoc. Medical Lab. Hypnosis was perfofmod on Mrs. Landram by R. Leo
Sprinkle, Ph.D. & paychologist at the Univ. of Wyoming. Medical reccris
were reviewed by Peter Rank, M.D., Madison, Wisconsin, ph. £08/251.2371.
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I asked Mr. Schuessler if any ther veople had reported seeing the
object that night. Ee stated they had - some Just saw helicopters an
some Just saw the object. Cne of these individuals is Mr. Jerry
McDonald, 203 Hill S5t., Dayten, TY., ph. 258—2956‘

£

I then asked Mr. Schuessler if he hagd pin-pointed the location of the
siting. Mr. Schuessler stated that due %o the late hour and %he ladies'
emotional state they could not remenmber the exact location and ecould
only state that they believed they saw the cbiject on the straight por-
tion of FR 1L8S between a beer jeoint and some kind of highway varning
sign.

On September 16, 1981 Mike Vredenburg and I drove to the Montgomery Co.
library in Conroe angd xerocxed newvspaper ariicles about irs. Lgndram S
experience and then drove down FM 1485 to 106¢ following the route she
took the night of Dec. 29, 1980, 2uring the drive we surveyed both
sides of the road using the Ludlum 1k-C and Nal probve. Mo significant
deviations frum background radiation were noted. We specifically sur-
veyed the -2 mile straight stretch of road between the Junction of

FR 2100 and FR 1485 and the w. Cascy ressidence (point at which FR 1485
begins the straight stretech). We drove and surveyed this stretch 3
times. Three soil samvles were alsd taken. As there were no unusual
readings noted during the surveys §amp10° were taken nt the beginning,
middle and end of the 7.2 mile stretch {rpeclllﬁsllv sample no. B-1
across the road from the Casey residence, sample no. B-2 by the road-
side in front of the "Place of Faith", 29410 Huffman - Yow Caney Rd.,
sample no. B-3 at the Northwest corner of the intersection of IR 2100
and FR 1485 (Wolf Rd.) TFielq analysis of the samples is ne egative;

they are being sent in for additional analysis. We also noted thas
there are two beer Joints along this streteh of rcad - one at Luce
Bayou and another at 12,800 Huffmen-New Caney Rd. (FR 14%85); no warning
signs were noticed. s

Conclusions:

Survey and initial sampling results indicate thal no contamination fron
radioactive material exists along the stretch of FR 1485 on which Mrs.
Landram sighted the object. As to whether Mrg. Lendram, Mrs. Cash ang
Colby might have been exposed to rgdliation from a seanled source or
radiation producing equipment can orly be- determined from clinical
findings and consultation with phvsiciuns educated and experienced with
the cytological and c¢linical manifes tatlaAs'cf exposure to radiation.
It is worthy to note that Dr. Rank(?) sta¥ed that the type of injury
reported could have teen caused by uxtrx—, slet, infrared, low energy
x-ray or particulate vadiaticn. ‘




Recommendations:

A release should be obtained for Landram's, Mrs. Cash's and Colby's
redical records and these bte scheduled to be reviewed by the
Bureau's medical advisory comrmittee to make the final determination
as to whether or not those individuals were exposed
or ionizing radiation.

to non-ionizing
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Texas Department of Health

AUSTIN ~ TEXAS
INTER-OFFICE . -
David M. Cochran, P.E,
George R. Anderson, M.n. Associate Commissioner for Environmental
e Occupational Medicine & Toxicology TO and. Consumer Health Protection
SUBJECT Investigation of possible radiation exposure fro~ _unidentified ohject

near Huffman, Texas

If medical records can be obtained, I would like the opportunity to
review them.

hf

Attachments
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k T_<AS DEPARTMENT QF HE. .ITH
AUSTIN EXAS
INTER-OFFICE

' David M. Cochran, P.E.
David K. Lacker, Chief Associate Commissioner for Environmental
FROM Bureau of Radiation Conrrol TO and Consumer Health Protection

SUBJECT Investigation of possible radiation exposure from unidentified ohject near .

Huffman, Texas.

Attached is a copy of Mr. Charles R. Meyer's report of his investigation
of possible radiation exposure to several persons near Huffman, Texas.
This investigation was performed at the request of Representative
Larry Browder's office. As the report indicates, Mr. Meyer did not
find any evidence of radiocactive material above background levels in
the area. The only way to continue the investigation would be to
obtain the medical reports from the physicians of the individuals
involved and have them reviewed by the membérs ‘of the Texas Radiation
Advisory Board and/or Doctor George Anderson of the office of
Occupational Medicine and Toxicology. To obtain tHe regords, the
individuals would have to sign a legal release of wmedical records
document that the Department's legal offige could prepare.

Enclosure

September 29, 1981

3 AUO7) 1S9y

FORM NO, AG-2-A
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Te “as Department of F alth LS

AUSTIN TEXAS /;‘
INTEFQ'OFF[CE THHRU:  Robert A. MacLean, M. D. i

3

David M. Cochran, P. k. Pe. ity Commissioner

Deputy Commissioner for Eavironments i’ T Robert bernstein, M.D., F.A.C.P.
From ... And Consumer Health Protccrion to . Comnissioner of lealth ST -
sussecr . kegislative Contact, Bureau_of Radiation Cont ol ,COA m,:lmnt,ffﬁ;l&_

Mr. David K. Lacker, Chief of the Burcau of Radiation Control received a
call from Ms. Ann Castlebury of Bopresentative Larry Browder's office.
Ms. Castlebury requestod that . T ocontact a constituent of
Representative Brewder, a Mrs. Landram, Dayton, Texas 713-258-2100. Mrs,
Landram had reported to Representative Browder that on the night of
December 29, 1980, she was burned by setiving which fell out of the sky
and she is concerned that she has been injured by radiation since her
hair has been falling out. 3r. Lacker ag

:ed to contact Mrs. Landranm
and report back to Representative Browder office.

o
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Mr. Lacker contacted Mrs. Landram by phoune and learned that she, a friend
i N ¥ »

and her grandson were traveling aleig a farm road between Huf fman and New
Caney on the night of December 29, 1980. She noted that there were a
number of helicopters flying around in the arca. There was a bright flash
and fire began to fall from the sxy. She experienced a high degreec of heat
and this apparently went on for some period of time. The next day she, her
friend, and her grandson all experienced blister. on the skin of their
faces and hands. On January 3, 1981, her friend was admirted to a hospital
for trcatment of her burns. Subsequently, Mrs. Landram and her grandson
began experiencing epilation; however, she stated that most of her hair had
regrown. Mrs. Landram indicated that a Mr. John Schussler, who lives in
Houston, had placed her under hypnosis during which he taped her account of
the incident.

In ovder to rule out any possibility of imnizing godiacion injury, the
Burecau of Radiation Control Regional Personnel will contact both Mrs.
Landram and Mr. Schussler in an attempt to sort out the facts of the
incident.

Representative Browder's secretary requested that Mr. bLacker call a Ms.
Randy Cosson, Aide to Represenrarive Br wder, and report our findings.
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Betly Cash sees very Ltle of her
friends and neighbors these days,
preferring to keep to herself in her small
trailer house in Dayton.

She has abandoned her plans to open &
new cafe in the town — plans that meant
somuch a mere two months ago.

By CATHY GORDON ,

can muster justtogetoutoft. 2.

It wouldn't be vo bad, friends say, if the
sudden change in Betty was only mental;
hutit's physicalas well.

They first noticed the change the
evening of Dec. 2@ when Betty began
complaining of a severe headache and a
burning sensation that pierced her entire
body.

By the next morning, she had
"developed knot-like boils the size of 50-

cent pieces about her peck and head

Some days it takes all the energy she - which would pop and flow warm, cisar

fluid, Near these spols patches of hair
fell cuat, leaving the crown and sides of
her head bald and sore to the touch.

She spent most of January in the
hospital being treated for this condition,
which doctors say is characteristic of
radiation poisoning. They will not revesl
the final diagnosis of her case.

“It was as though my doctor was
afraid. He told me I was going to go
home, but he never did tell me what was
wrong with m2,” Cash said, adding it

was suggested that she wash her scalp in

iodine every day to keep dow the risknf
infection.

Since her release fromy the hospites,
Retty has continued to spend her daysin
solitude, tucked away from the public
and questivic people inight ask sbout her
noticeable  chysical  disorder — 2
disorder she bicnes solely on & strange
encounter she had with an unidentified
fiying object the night of Dec. 29 near
New Caney.

“18’s just too ceincidental,” Cash said.
“1 was in excellent health be‘ove the

T'wo women share terror of mystes
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nen share terror of mysterious encounter

nuster justto get outof L' 3. fluid. Near these spols patches of hair  iodine every day to keep downtheriskof  pighi Y suw that thing, whatever it was.  only route she knew to get to her home
wouldn't be cobad, fHendssay, ifthe  fell cut, leaving the crown and sides of  Infection. “1 used to have a thick head of hair that  about 35 mijes away. !
enchange in Belty was ouly mental,  ber head bald and sore to the touch. Since her release from the hospilel,  my hairdresser used to fuss over ali the As they drew closer to the obj- o, the

U's physical as well, She speat most of January in the  Betty has continued to spend her daysin  time. Now, it's all but gone.” - light from it became more intense as did
ey first noficed the change the  hospital being treated for this condition,  solitude, tucked away from the public Cash, her friend, Vickie Landrum and  the heat it was emitting, she said. m;ﬁ
irg of Dec. %9 when Betty began  which doctors say is characteristic of  and question: peoplemight ask abouther . vickie's grandson, Colby, 7, were €0 then that she stopped the car for fear of
slaining of 2 severe headache and s radiation poisoning. They will not reveal  noticeable ohysical disorder — & . route from New Caney to Dayton via FM hitting the susperded *‘ball of Light” that

ing sensation that pierced her entire  the final diagnosis of her case, disorder she blames solely on @ strange 1485 apout 9 pm. on Dec. % when they : wasnow, sh:said, only 2 block oway. .

. “It was as though my doclor was  encounter she had with an unidentified  spoited what they describe as a “large “P'm sure we woud have rua right into
the next morning, she had  afraid. He told me I was going to go  fiying object the night of Dec. 28 near”  Yuminous object” hovering about one- the thing if we hada't stupped the ce..”

loped knotdike boils the size of 50-  home, but he never did tell me what was ~ New Caney. ) half mile upin the sky. Cash said. “*The heat from that thing was

pieces abeut her reck and head  wrong with m2,” Cash said, adding it “It's just too coincidental,” Cash said. Not knowing what it was, Cash said, - 5 R
1 woulc pop and flow warm, clear  was suggested that she washher scalpin -~ “J was in excellent health before the  she kept driving toward it, following the © . See WOMEN, page 2A
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Iy the governor,
ICTCOURT . . -
‘for the creation of a
tstrict coutt fof Mont-
‘numbered the - 275th |
winsin commluee after
6“tome’ up for o vote’

e

aid) Tow nhdd targetéd the ledlsiation 45" Yonate Committcs on “Jurisprudence,

ene of his primary goals for the sesslon
prior to taking office.

Tow also Introduced HB 923, which
‘would provide for a school of nursing at
Sam Houston State University in Hunts-
.ville. The bill was referred to the Com-

" mittee on Higher Education.

fno problend with the.
x mmittee fg mking a

al émhibus bl together
the Committee on Inter-

v, D-Ccmroe mtroduced
: From pagelA

t'o‘replace hei- prcsent
1d. .“*She’s needed to.
for the entire district.
iéol " he sald. - ;

she is kmg forward
and has already started
onsibilities: toward the
'reseemstobealotof
the teachers and ad-
i as . expanding this
“ said. “‘Transition has
smnewhat&and I‘ve

on;hesald.” [t i

sending cuts would | m~
of labor; Weidenbaum'
es they may prevent
scting two types of
wpensation at once; he

a great Incentive Lo go
if you get two sets of
mpensation - payments.
1baurt- sald. “You're
alt, thosh goodies rum 2

P
.

Jn saysl er tax rates 4
»centives y work, sincc

will-“reduce a grat

88 getting pérmits to j
products, new plants; -
hich is the heart of the
om we facé- in this

“plan aré efforts by the "
0 slow, the growth of
administration claims.
{ntion. Reductng the
alarice by 1984 would
b caster by reducing

‘on hopes ‘alt these
- Americans to reduce

In other action last week, the Senate
-passed a bill which would require that any
‘Instances of suspected child abuse or
neglect be reported to local police officlals
as well as the Texas Department of
Human Resources.

* Currently, child abuse and neglect cases
are only required to be reported to TDIR,

where {t carried unanimously, and ¢+ the
Senate floor. It now goes to the House for
consideration. )

Caperton Is also 2 member of the juris-
prudence subcommittes considering addi-
tional restrictions on those criminal cases
which may be ellglble for shock probation,

Shock probation is special treatment
deslgned for first-ime offenders who are
sent to Texas Department of Corrections
for a short sentence, and then released
under certaln conditions, They are aot
classfied'probationers,

Current law allows the use of shock pre-
baticn for any ofiénse excepi. criminal
homlcide, rape errobbery,

§o9y

B e e ol T T T T T 3 S e W
“ns: murder, capital murder, voluntary
manstaughier, aggravated kidnapping,
aggravated rape, aggravsted sexual
abuse, sexusl abuse of a chila, Indecency
with a child, deadly assault on & police-
man, robbery, aggravated robbery,
bribery, tampering with a witness, tam-
pering with government records, escape
from custody, officlal misconduct, un-
ldwiul possession of a firearm by a felon,
possession of a prohiblted  weapon,
organized criminal activity, burglary in
the first degree ot providing a deadly
weapon for escape.

An aide to Caperton sald other crimes
may be added to the list, '

their present physical conditions.

VicLie Landmm (Ieft) talks with Betty Cash about

their strange eucounter they feel I8 responsible for

From page lA

Women

conditlener or
nighf Sy i
“y Vick{e Ua?ﬁir"uﬁ‘i‘]’ofncd in the tale of
‘[ the mvsterious object:

571t wos 83 [f the whole sky was split-

Hng ahead of us,” Landrum sald, adding:

and. 1! was a 40 depree

.middle-bottom of the object, appearing
e ricochet off the tree’s tops. “The part

d 5where the fire was caoming ot of the '

thing — it looked to ba the size of & water
tank," she said.

- Landruni sald neither she nor Cash
could define 2 shape fer the object
becatse of the ¢ ‘blinding’’ light projected
from it. However, she said, Colby, who
was viewing the object through the car’'s
windshleld insisted that it was
“diamond<haped.” )

" “The light from it was just like

CrrRaARA s s e el

| that “torch-ike” fire shot from the

Wﬁé‘%&(’ We had to turn the car's air ' object began drifting upward to the right -

of them, in a direction that looked to be
“ somawhere, between Humble and
" Houston.

At that point, sl said, they drove on
down the road, then :.topped to turr: onto
FM Zi00.

It was theén, Cash said, that she haarda
“tertible roaring sousd” and tumed to
find a flock of 23 hclicopters cneireling
the objert. “I coutted them — maybe ty
heip me thirk I wasn't geing crazy,” she
said.

“Someone kniows wwhere the helicopters
came from,” fandrim satd, adding that
she feels certan they encourtared some

sart of military Ptpcmnent

‘P'm not cne to believe in ﬂymg
savcers br nothing ke that. " she said, T
think it's more likely it's Something tae
mxhlzmc is up to — why else would all

< “It's us though I'm seeing everything
with a plastic covering over it,” she said

of her left eye. “I'm afraid I mgeingto |

lose this one tos.”

Landrum’s physician said her eyeg did
uppear to be burned, tut he did not
speculate on how they became so. Ty

“All I'm really concerned about Is how
all this is going to affect Colby,” Lan-
drum sa'd. “‘He doesn’t even like to enter
a dark room by himself unless 'm with
him. At least the nightmares don't
happen as much anymore '

Landrum sald once home she
saturated herself and Colby with baby oil
because they both were sunburned about
t'e face and neck. *I thought maybe
we'd just beew chapped by the wind or
something because we’d been ouimost of

TR IR T
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! object began drifting vpward to the right . .. *“It’s s though I'm seeing everything |-

g, X : 'r on“>>and it was a 40 degree - of them, in a direction that looked to be  witha plastic covering over it,"” she said g
¥ says igswer tax rates ] night, T i s o " somawhere, between Humble and of her left eye. “I'm afraid I'm goingto |
centives 1y work, since ;- |“Viekie Landfilfs joined in the tale of ~ Houston, , lose this one too.” )

more of ‘the I 1 the mysterious object: © At that polnt, sh.3 sald, they drove on

Landrum’s physician sald her eyes did

- it was a3 If the whole sky wag split-  down the road, thfn stopped to turr onto uppear to be bumed, but he did not

Aing ahead of us,” Landrum sald, adding. FMZi00.. .

(AL “reduce:a great .| that “torchaike” fire shot from the - Itwasthen, Cash said, thatshehearda  SPeCUlBteonhow they becameso.
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