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WHAT THE RUSSIANS KNOW ABOUT UFOs

George Knapp

ABSTRACT

The historic dissolution of the USSR has afforded
Western journalists and hi stori ans unprecedent ed access
to previously classified records and docunents. Those
files confirm long-held suspicions that the Soviet
government, at its highest levels, was (and still is)
intensely interested in the UFO phenonenon. UFO
studies were conducted by the Russian mlitary, the
Russi an Acadeny  of Sci ences, and by private
organi zations and individuals. Russian intelligence
agencies are convinced that the U-O topic is the
subject of simlar official interest in the US

RUSSI ANS TAKE UFO SIGHTINGS SERIOUSLY

(h the night of Cctober 4, 1982, sonething unusual was seen by
dozens of wtnesses in the skies above the village of Usovo in the
Soviet Wkraine. Oficial records obtained fromthe Russian Mnistry of

Def ense include statenents fromnore than a dozen mlitary personnel,
nmost of whomwere officers.

- Two Arny captains, their wives and children, watched two silent,
gl owi ng obj ects--one triangul ar, one elliptical--maneuver i n the sky for
20 mnutes. The objects reportedly changed shapes in md air. At one
poi nt, one of the objects split into two.

A fewmles anay, a Lt. Colonel Balanev and a busl oad of other
mlitary personnel, while on their way home, w tnessed four, then five
| um nous obj ects which blinked on and of f, changed | umnous intensity,
t hen changed color frompale yellowto dark cherry.

Anot her witness, Captain Pavlovich, said the objects repeatedly
changed shapes as he and ot hers watched from anot her vantage point. A

Maj or Lipezki reported that the car he was driving shook violently after
encountering the aerial objects.

These and other witness statenments were recorded, stanped, and
forwarded to the Mnistry of Defense in Myscow because the sightings
occurred over a |long-range nuclear mssile base, which is where nost of
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the wi tnesses were stationed. The nost disturbing account was filed by
a comuni cations officer named Davidovich. At approximately the sane
time that nunerous mlitary personnel say they saw UFGs dancing in the
sky above Usovo, comunications officer Davidovich said the |aunch

control panel at the mssile base |lit up like the 4th of July. In his
words, it was "spontaneous illumnation of all displays," followed by a
series of precise control codes, four spaces, and a control code
conbi nat i on. In other words, the launch control panel was being

mani pul ated by sone unknown force.

Subsequent investigation revealed no detectable systens defects.
No other systens at the base were affected, and no such cases had ever
been reported before. So what happened, and what did it nean? Wat
happened was that several UFGs were seen by dozens of wtnesses for
periods of up to 20 mnutes, hovering and maneuvering over a Russian
nucl ear mssil e base. For sone unknown reason, the |aunch control panel
for the mssiles was fully activated. Proper codes were inexplicably
entered, and the mssiles were ready for [|aunch. Wien the UFGs
disappeared, the control panel went back to normal. Investigators were
quickly sent to the scene by the Mnistry of Defense. They concl uded
that the UFGs had sonehow seized control of their mssiles, as if to
send a nessage.

This incident is one of the nost inportant cases culled fromthe
files of Russia’'s Mnistry of Defense, and is indicative of how
seriously the Russian mlitary viewed the UFO subject, then and now
Thousands of other reports were conpiled, and are still being conpil ed,
in an official, ongoing program to resolve the UFO nystery, and to
incorporate useful information into Russian devel opnent efforts.

U S. GOVERNMENT ATTI TUDE

Inthe US, the governnent routinely issues "canned" responses to
UFO inquiries. Qur government is no longer interested in UFGs because
it has concluded there is no threat to national security. This sane
governnent uses the excuse of national security to wthhold UFO
docunents frompublic scrutiny. As we now know, some of those docunents
reveal that UFGs do, in fact, carry national security implications. The
1975 overflights of US nuclear bases along the Canadi an border, for
exanple, are quite simlar to the Russian experience at Usovo.
According to Pentagon docunents, UFGCs appeared above five bases, one
after another, avoided all attenpts at interception, and succeeded in
altering the launch codes of our ICBMs. The national security
inplications of such incidents, here and in Russia, are nore than
obvious.

It seens increasingly clear that the US governnent, or nore
specifically, the Pentagon, has no intention of |leveling with the public
about UFGs. Mlitary agencies drag their feet, lie, stall or feign
ignorance in an apparent effort to thwart attenpts by the taxpaying
public to obtain sensitive files. Wtness the difficulties being faced
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at present by the General Accounting Ofice as it attenpts to obtain
records about the Roswell Incident. Even nenbers of Congress are given
t he runaround when they dare to ask questions about this subject.

QLD WAR MENTALITY

The Cold War is over, but the Cold WAr nentality persists. In
Nevada, where sone allege that recovered alien technology has been
stored and tested, the Air Force is engaged in yet another land grab in
an attenpt to keep Anerican citizens from | ooking down on a base that
still does not officially exist but whi ch has been repeatedly exposed in
national and international nedia accounts. This action is being taken
even though the U.S. has signed the Qpen Skies Treaty, which will allow
any other signatory nation to fly over G oomLake or any other base and
take all the photos they want. The eneny, it seens, is not foreign
powers or agents, but rather, the Congress and the Anerican public.

For the past three years, | have been in close contact wth
Congressional investigators who strongly suspect that a UFO coverup has
been instituted by certain elenments within the mlitary-industrial
establishment. These investigators are operating under instructions
from sonme of the nost powerful elected officials in Washington,
officials who, understandably, w |l never publicly admt their interest
in UFOs....unless "snoking gun" evidence can be uncovered.
Unfortunately, that day nany never cone. In ny opinion, and in the
opi nion of sone congressional staffers, the chances of uncovering a
snoking gun are remote. Nor are we likely to see a day when the
Presi dent makes sone startling announcenent about UFGs on tel evision,
(assumng the president even knows what's going on) . The secrecy
mentality so ingrained in our mlitary isn't going to go away sinply
because we no |onger have a strategic eneny. S nply put, you and I
don't have a need to know

MOTIVATION FCR OUR RUSSIAY UFQ STUDY

It was this realization which initially inspired ny interest in
trying an "end-around" play, an investigation of Russian UFO research.
If U.S. agencies have secretly studied UFGs, spied on UFO researchers
and organizations, withheld U-O information, lied about UFO files and
cases, and dissemnated disinformati on or cover stories for the purpose
of nmuddying the UFO waters, it seemed possible that the Russians had
done the sane. S nce the US has shown no inclination to cone clean on
U-Gs, it was hoped that the Russians might.

Thi s hope was fuel ed by the tremendous political changes whi ch had
swept the once-nonolithic USSR The abrupt col |l apse of the Sovi et Union
proved a boon for historians and journalists. Once-secret files on such
diverse topics as Lee Harvey Gswald, the CQuban mssile crisis, and
Russi an spy operations were opened for the first time. It was ny guess
that, if these other sensitive records could be obtained, so mght the
Russian UFO files, assumng such files existed. The ironic result of
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this enterprise could be--we m ght |earn nore about America's know edge
of UFGs from the Russians than we mght ever learn from the US
government.

QG her western researchers had already succeeded in providing
tantalizing hints about |arge-scale UFO studies in Russia. Dr. Jacques
Val l ee, Dr. R chard Haines, Dr. Bruce Maccabee, and journalists Antonio
Huneeus, Tinothy CGood, and Paul Stonehill have witten about Russian
interest in UFGs over the past fewyears. M hope was that the changes
br ought about by gl asnost woul d open up a new | evel of information which
had previously been denied to these and other diligent researchers.
This is precisely what occurred.

The information we uncovered through our two year investigation
sheds consi derable |ight on some of the nost inportant and controversi al
i ssues in Anerican ufol ogy, including:

1) Cashed saucers and the Roswell case. Russian wtnesses say they
know what happened in New Mexico in 1947.

2) Secret mlitary WO studies and files. The Russians had their
studies, and they say we had ours. Both are ongoing, according to the
witnesses and files.

3) The incorporation of UFO information into mlitary programs. They
tried it. They say we're doing the sane.

4) Violent encounters between UFGs and mlitary forces on both sides,
including encounters in space involving their cosnmonauts and our
astronauts.

5) Scientifically verifiable evidence of the UFO reality, including
nmeasurenments taken at alleged UFO landing sites, soil sanples, crop
formations, and unidentified nmaterial of alleged extraterrestrial or
alien origin. Such evidence would effectively refute the contention of
sone western scientists that "there is nothing to study."

FR ENDLY RECEPTI ON

A visit to Russia certainly does not qualify as "travel for the
timid." WMany of the stereotypical inages we've absorbed over the past
few years about conditions in that country turned out to be nore or |ess
accurate—+he food, the roads, the currency, the weather, crine,
corruption, poverty, deprivation, long lines, inefficiency, general
paranoi a, and deepl y-ingrai ned psychol ogi cal baggage from the police-
state era.

Yet despite the tough tinmes and uncertain future faced by the
Russi an peopl e, we experienced nothing but hospitality, friendship, and
cooperation from the many Russians we met. Wthout exception, they
opened their honmes to us, shared their bread, their research findings,

279



MUFON Symposium Proceedings

MUFON

aeat e R

Mboscow

March 1993
280

Avilian Denonstration in Red Square,



MUFON MUFON Symposium Proceedings

and a bottle or two of their renowned national beverage with foreigners

t hey had never seen before and nay never see again. It was a wonderf ul
and illumnating experience and comes highly recommended by this
traveler.

The friendly reception by the Russians is all the nore anazing in
light of what was unfolding during our visit in March of 1993. Ve
arrived at what some mght call a bad tinme. Mssive civil unrest...mass
denonstrations on a daily basis...random bonbi ngs which were never
reported in the west...troops on the nove in Mbscow, also not reported
here...a constitutional crisis and a pendi ng presidential inmpeachnent.
Oh the day we arrived, President Yeltsin issued a decree which seized
control of all broadcast nedia. On the day we left, a special session

of the Russian Parlianment was conveni ng to consi der inpeachnent. 1In the
ten days in between, the entire country was enbroiled in a high-stakes
political roller coaster ride. For a journalist, it was a heck of a

time to be there, UO files or not.
DR N KCLAl KAPRANOV--OUR ENTRY

Qur success in penetrating the Russian mlitary and scientific
bureaucracy was nade possible by . Nkolai Kapranov, a Russian
physi cist, whose resunme would be inpressive on either side of the
Atlantic. Kapranov spent eight years tracking American nuclear
subnarines for the Russian Navy. As part of that work, he trained
Russi an cosnonauts to search for our subs from space, and |ater served
as a national security advisor to both the Russian parliament and their
Nat i onal Acadeny of Sciences. From this lofty position within the
Russi an governnent, he established extensive personal and professional
contacts with the upper echelon of their mlitary and scientific
establishments.

| met Dr. Kapranov in the sumer of 1992. He was in the US at
t he behest of sonme nenbers of Congress, |ecturing on disarnanent issues
at several universities and national labs. He and his famly ended up
in Las Vegas because one of his prinmary congressional sponsors was
Nevada Congressnan Jim Bilbray, a man I've known personally and
professionally for several years and whose office has been hel pful in ny
i nvestigations of other UFO-related stories. Kapranov's yearlong stay
in the U.S. was coning to an end and he was preparing to return to
"Russia. At the suggestion of Congressnan Bilbray's staff, | arranged to
meet w th Kapranov.

He convinced ne that he had high | evel contacts within the Russian
governnent, but said he wasn't particularly interested in U-Gs and had
done no research in this area. But in the course of our conversation,
he casually nmentioned that several of his coll eagues had nentioned UFO
studies and files, secret studies and briefings, ongoing research
efforts. | asked himif he thought he could get any of these people to
talk to us, or whether he mght help locate UFO files or reports. He
agreed to try.
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The conpany | work for, Altamra Communications, put Dr. Kapranov
on a retainer, helped himset up an office in Mdscow, and instructed him
to start digging. The one guideline |I gave himwas that | wanted to
avoi d any of the Russian UFO figures who were already known in the west.
V¢ didn't want to rehash sone of the sane stories which had al ready been
told on Anerican tabloid TV or at UFO conferences. W wanted to uncover
a new | evel of information, new sources, people who may be in positions
to know about UFO research but had never attenpted to attract attention

or cash in on sensational clains. In general, the wtnesses we pursued
had never spoken about UFGs, in Russia or anywhere else. They didn't
seek us out, we found them In that way, we hoped to avoid those

sources who mght be out to tell tall tales in exchange for American
dollars.

This strategy may have been the key to our success in penetrating
some previousl y-unknown encl aves of UFOinformation. Mre than a few of
the witnesses who agreed to talk with us said they did so precisely
because we had avoi ded the "usual suspects." As in the u.S., there is
considerable aninosity within the Russian ufology comunity. Many of
their nost respected researchers (whose nanmes are largely unknown to
western audi ences) are deeply suspicious of those Russians who have
assuned the mantle of official spokespersons for all UFO matters
emanating fromthat country. W certainly had nothing against any of
t he better known Russian ufol ogists, and had no reason to question their
notives or findings, but by pursuing a less-traveled road, we were
al l oned access to previously-undiscl osed information.

BORI S SOKOLOV EXPOSES USSR UFO STUDY

The nost i nportant door which was opened to us is the one which |led
into the nodest apartment of Boris Sokolov, a retired Red Arny Col onel

from a distinguished mlitary famly. Sokolov's grandfather was an
officer in the czar's personal guard. Hs father was one of the nost
decorated officers in the G-eat \Wr. In the late 1970's, Sokol ov was

one of an elite handful of officers assigned by the Mnistry of Defense
with adapting and exploiting industrial technologies and breakthroughs
for mlitary programs. H's designated niche was radio waves and radio
ast ronony. Any intriguing research in those fields which mght have
mlitary applications were directed to Col. Sokolov's attention.

Sokol ov didn't know it at the tinme, but soon |earned that the
Soviet mlitary had a long-standing interest in UFO activity. Then, a
series of dramatic UFO sightings al ong the Russi an/ Fi nni sh border thrust
Sokol ov and others into the UFO mael strom In 1978, an unprecedented
order was issued by the Mnistry of Defense. According to Sokolov, the
order was issued to every unit within the vast mlitary enpire of the
USSR In Sokolov's words, this order transfornmed the entire Soviet
Union into one, gigantic UFO listening post. Sinply put, the order
stated that every UFO sighting, every unexplained aerial object, ball of
light, or odd craft was to be fully investigated. Wtnesses were to be
interrogated. Evidence was to be collected. Conplete, official reports
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were to be filed immediately, and all of those reports were sent to
Sokolov's offi ce.

Thousands of reports were coll ected. Most of the incidents in
these files occurred inthe vicinity of mlitary installations, and nost
of the witnesses were mlitary personnel, reporting what they had seen
under specific orders. Sokolov is certainly correct in stating that a
study of this magnitude can probably never be duplicated...because the
USSR no | onger exists and because it lasted a full ten years under his
command. W obtained the first-ever interview w th Sokol ov about the
scope of the study and the reasons it was undertaken.

SOKOLOV CONFI DES I'N VI SI TORS

SXKALOv:  "The mlitary was interested for three reasons. Nunber
one, because of the unpredictable novenent of the UFGs, the quick
changes in course angles. MNunber two, because of the velocity of the
UFO movements. And nunber three, because U-Gs observed visually coul d
not be seen on radar, and those seen on radar could not always be seen
visually. The mlitary thought that if the secrets of the UFGs coul d be
di scovered, we would be able to win the conpetition against our
pr ospecti ve enem es in terns of velocity, materials, and
visibility...Stealth, to build our own stealth."

"Pilots recognized UFGs as a threat to them There were 40
epi sodes in which they shot at UFGs. An order was given to pilots to
chase UFGs and shoot at them but when the pilots tried, the UFGs sped
away....In three cases, the pilots lost control and crashed. Two of the
pilots died. After that, pilots received a new order. Wen they see a
UFO, change course and get out. Al of the pilots agreed.”

"Qctober 5th, 1982. | was ordered to i mMmedi ately go to the Wkraine
to an ICBM base. The reason for the urgency was a report fromthe base
commander to the Chief of the General Staff. On Cctober 4th, the base
observed a UFO for four hours. At the same time, on the control panel,
they received an order to prepare the launch of the mssiles. The
lights it up, and the launch codes enabled the missiles...Dozens of
officers wtnessed this."

Sokol ov and his investigators concluded that the UFGs were sonmehow
responsible for armng the mssiles, an alarmng conclusion by any
standard. He also told us that, in addition to the 40 pilot encounters,
there were dozens of incidents in which ground forces fired on UFGs, in
whi ch UFGs seem ngly caused pl ane and car engines to stall, knocked out
radar, radi o, and communi cati ons equipment, clipped the wi ngs of pl anes,
and literally immobilized mlitary personnel.

Ve al so know from previously published reports that the order to

refrain from firing on UFGs nmay still be in effect. In 1991, the
commander of Russia‘'s Air Defense Forces put it this way in a press
i nterview "Wy fire on something which nay possess formdable
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capacities for retaliation?" |In other words, U-Cs coul d probably kick
our butts. Wy provoke then?

(ol onel Sokol ov dropped a few ot her bonbshells on us. He said the
Mnistry of Defense study of UFGs is still underway, but, "unlike the
study inthe US ," the Russian effort is passive. He says the Russi ans
woul d report UFO incidents when they occurred, "unlike the effort in the
U.S." He told us that the US mlitary had constructed 30 tracking
stations around the world for the express purpose of nonitoring WO
activity.

A footnote to Sokolov's statements--he admts that the UFO reports
which were collected during the ten-year study were first funneled
through the K@ attachments which were part of all Russian mlitary
units. In other words, the K@ got the first look at the reports.
Sokol ov admts that sone of the nmore sensitive cases nmay never have
reached his desk. He didn't elaborate, but it is also possible that K@EB
could have altered or deleted sone of the reports he did see. In his
wor ds, though, no other person in the USSR sawnore U-O i nfornmati on t han
he during that ten year period. He is reluctant to say that U-Gs are of
extraterrestrial or alien origin, but doesn't hesitate to suggest that
they are real, appear to be intelligently controlled craft, and
denonstrate capabilities that are beyond any know terrestrial
t echnol ogy.

CHECKBOOK JOURNALI SM

O the thousands of reports conpiled during those ten years,
Sokol ov conpiled a capsulized dossier of a few hundred interesting
cases, including original witness reports which bear the official stanps
and seals of individual mlitary units. Wen he retired, he took the
dossier wth him contained in a thick, black binder. W were fortunate
to purchase this entire file. The ethics of so-called "checkbook
journalismi are worthy of discussion. To some, the purchase of
information by journalists rai ses questions about the legitinacy of the
infornmation itself. In reality, noney is sometines the only way to get
information. Journalistic purists may qui bble or pout, but paynent for
information is a fact of life, and is routine procedure even for those
news organi zati on which publicly benoban the practice, including najor
Arreri can tel evi sion networks and newspapers. Qur nain concern was wth
the legitimacy of the information itself, and on that score, we feel
relatively confortable. The Sokolov files contain specific nanes,
dates, unit nunbers, and other verifiable details. After returning with
the files, | sought the opinion of Ir. R chard Haines, a respected UFO
researcher who has extensive Russian contacts, was a founder of the
Joint USAAS Aerial Anonaly Federation, has traveled extensively in
Russia and who is fluent in the | anguage and nuances of that nation. In
the opinion of Dr. Haines, the Sokol ov docunments appear to be genui ne.
Journalist Antonio Huneeus, who also has considerable experience in
reporting on the Russi an UFO scene, was al so shown some of the docunents
for his opinion about their authenticity. But the nost inportant check
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is Sokolov hinself. He wasn't trying to peddle his dossier to anyone.
He had never even spoken publicly about his experiences until he was
sought out by Dr. N kolai Kapranov. Again, we found him He didn't
find us. And after spending several hours with himin an apartnent that
can generously be described as hunble, after hearing about how he and
his wife try to get by on a neager mlitary pension, after being
graciously treated to a spread of food and drink that nmnust have
represented a fourth of his nmonthly income, | have no qualms or
reservations about conpensating himfor his tine, his files, his sincere
hospitality.

TRANSLATING SOKOLOV'S Fl LES

It took several nobnths to get all of Sokolov's files translated
into English. | would like to tell you that they contain incredible
insights into the UFO nystery, but they don't. Mst of the cases could
be classified as run-of-the-m ||l UFO encounters di scs appear, balls
of light exhibit unusual maneuvers, car engines die, radios conk out,
witnesses are confused and frightened. A few incidents may warrant
further investigation; a Russian Colonel had an encounter wth a UFO
whil e wal king along a Mbscow bridge. Wen he approached the UFQ he
says, he was frozen by a beam of light, blacked out, and woke up two
hours later with no nenory of where he had been or what had happened.

This is consistent with Anerican abduction reports . . .= . . In 1990,
mlitary witnesses reported seeing a nysterious helicopter over their
base. It flewvery low, nade no sound, left an odor like fusing iron,

and was piloted by tw bei ngs who appeared to be wearing unusual masks.
The details are simlar to what has been reported all across the US.,
especially in association with animal nutilation cases....One fairly
vague docunent referred to sone strange material acquired at a "crash
site." According to the report, the nmaterial was analyzed by four
scientific institutes. They concluded that this particular alloy coul d
not be duplicated by any known technology. The report seened to have
been purposely witten in overly-general terns, and contai ned no details
about the alleged crash site or the conposition of the naterial.

THE-YEAR UFO STWDY |S S GN FI CANT

The real significance of the MDD files is not found in the details
of individual cases, in ny opinion, but rather in the scope of the
overall study effort. This was a ten-year, nationwide, officially-
mandated program initiated by the highest authorities in the Russian
mlitary for the express purpose of exploiting what was regarded as
"alien" technol ogy. These weren't w de-eyed ufologists trying to
determne our true place in the cosnos or the neaning of life. This was
the hard-line, hard-boiled Russian mlitary establishment, secretly
studying a perplexing, and potentially dangerous phenonmenon, because
they wanted to get a leg up on the US. in weapons devel opnent.

Col onel Sokol ov nade it clear that his massive study was aut horized
because of its potential applications to Stealth research. Thi s
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statenent coincides with allegations raised in the US that UFO
information has been incorporated into our ow Stealth program, a
contenti on which has been publicly denied by the devel opers of Stealth
t echnol ogy. Stories have al so arisen suggesting a connection between
U-FGs and America's SDI program A simlar connection was alleged by
persons involved in Russia's Start Wars effort.

W were fortunate to establish a working relationship with Russia's
Acadeny of Natural Sciences, which is headed by retired Admral Valeri
Pirunov. Admral Pirumov arranged an interviewwth a scientist naned
Rimili Avramenko. Dr. Avramenko is one of the chief engineers in the
Russian anti-satel lite weapons program-~-their versi on of SDI.

DR, AVRAMENKO SHARES H S KNOW.EDGE

Dr. Avranmenko is not a ufologist. He has never spoken publicly
about UFGs to anyone. To ny know edge, he has never granted an
interviewon this or any other subject. H s security clearances are so
hi gh that he was forbidden to use his real nane for nuch of his adult
life. Wien he wanted to publish articles in technical or scientific
journals, he had to use an alias.

According to Dr. Avranenko, the reality of UFGs i s beyond question.
In his opinion, and the opinion of wunnaned colleagues, UO are
em ssaries of an advanced intelligence, probably extraterrestrial. He
says that both the Russians and the Anmericans have known this for
decades, and that information from UFO studies has been i ncorporated
into Russian SD research. He even denonstrated a tabl e-top version of
a plasnma beam devi ce. He and his contenporaries refer to the plasma
beam devi ce as, quote, "the weapon of the aliens."

DR AVREMENKO: "The first tine | saw UFGs was in 1959. | sawit
with radar as it was orbiting Earth. In 1959, the first good radars
were nmade. W could see for several thousand kiloneters. W could see
what was happening around the Earth...At that time, satellites were
easily countabl e (we knew how nany there were), but we al so saw vehi cl es
whose technical characteristics we can't match, even now...We saw tens
of these in 1959, entering and |eaving the Earth's atmosphere..Surely,
the existence of these UFGs caused problens for US defense systens.
You were faced with the probl em of separating aggressive vehicles from
t he unknowns."

"Are aliens and UFGs real? For ne and ny coll eagues, this isn't
even a question. | know this governnent has nany prograns on
this....The information on UFGs hel ps us nmanufacture plasma beans for
use in our Star Wars. The weapons of the aliens, we call them"™

Dr. Avranenko told us that the satellite warning systens of the US
and Russia no |longer detect U-GCs because conputers on both sides have
been programred to weed out anomal ous objects and to focus only on those
space objects of known origin. He also made a slip and said the only
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- terrestrial craft which can approach the speed of UFGs is the Anerican
Aurora, based in Nevada. When | questioned himfurther about this, he
hemmed and hawed and backtracked, saying his information was solely from
specul ative articles in the popul ar press.

THREAD 3--THE SECRET UFO STLDY

Bot h Avranenko and Col onel Sokolov told us that mlitary studies of
UFGs are still wunderway in Russia. Wth their ,help, we |ocated the
civilian official who coordinates the current MOD UFO effort. He spoke
to us on the condition that we not reveal his nanme, and | am keeping
that promse even though this man's nane has been nentioned in articles
about Russian ufology published in other countries. W net with him
several times while in Mdscow and he confirmed that the Russian mlitary
is still studying UFGs in hopes of incorporating the information into
weapons programs. The existence qf this study was further confirmed
when we obtai ned several dozen pages of still-classified docunents and
managed to get those out of the country.

O all the material we brought back from Russia, nothing was nore
inpressive or potentially significant than these explosive pages.
According to the docunents and our witness, official Russian interest in
UFGs is focused in the MOD study, code naned Thread 3.

These docunents nake it clear that the Russian mlitary is very
serious about UFGCs, that it nonitors UFO devel opnents and issues on a
wor |l dwi de basis, that it is intent on figuring out how UFGs work and how
such technol ogy can be exploited. The Russians are fully aware that a
| arge percentage of UFO sightings are actually misidentifications of
expl ai nabl e phenonena but they recognize that nmany sightings are not
easily explainable, and may very well be, quote, "flying objects of
strangers from other planets or newconers fromparallel worlds."

The bottom |ine purpose of Thread 3, as described on one page of
the docunments is "to conduct w derange investigations in order to find
out new principles of non-traditional propelling agents and acconpanyi ng
fields" consistent wth descriptions from UFO eyewitnesses.

The docunments outline a fairly specific tinmetable for this study,
to be concluded in 1995, Al so included is a detailed history of UFO
studies in the USSR This history notes that the study of UFGs was
severely hindered -beginning in 1953 when Radio Mscow |aunched an
officially sanctioned condemnation of such research by dismssing the
UFO topic as "an invention of Anerican imperialists, a stupid tale for
stirring up war, for intimdating the taxpayers and the Congress in
order to confirm an excessively high (defense) budget." |In the early
50's, and nmany tines during the next decades, the Russian governnment
woul d express the opinion that the US mlitary was perpetuating the
UFO story in order to jack up the Anerican defense budget, a strategy

which does not seem all that farfetched considering what we now know
about Pentagon subt erf uge.
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Among the other highlights fromthe Thread 3 docunents:

1) A detailed account of the Roswell crash and the creation of MJ-12.
Sone of the Russian information appears to have cone from books or
articles published in the Anerican press. At one point in this section,
the docunents even quote UFO author Leonard Stringfield. But sone
informati on seens to have cone fromtheir own sources. According to the
Thread 3 documents, a secret project code name Malice was created in
Decenber 1947 to act as a link between MJ 12 and Project Sign, the
official mlitary study of UFOs. It is not clear in the docunents
whet her the Russians believe there really was, or is, and M 12, or
whether they are nerely parroting information gleaned from public
sources here in the U.S.

2) The docunents cite a second UFO crash near the Texas-Mexi co border
in Novenber 1950. Materials collected from the crash site were
transported to Sandia in New Mexico. |In order to avoid public panic and
to allowtine for a technol ogi cal study of the situation, U S officials
clanped a lid of secrecy on the UFO natter.

3) One section of Thread 3 refers to contactees, (and it won't nake
Western contactees very happy)- In the opinion of the witer, the
peopl e who are chosen for contact by the "UFOnauts" are selected for
their "lowintellect and illiteracy"” because such persons are unable "to
present in a clear, convincing formthe neaning of this contact." |In
other words, the aliens choose to contact people who are too dunb to
convi nce anyone el se that such contact really happened.

4) Thread 3 contains a fairly detailed history of the US. governnent

efforts to maintain a UFO coverup. It lists several specific exanples
in which UFO incidents were hushed up. It lists the titles and dates of
official orders concerning UFO secrecy. It notes that US. intelligence

agencies went to great lengths to find out what Russian agenci es m ght
know about UFOs.

5) Thread 3 contains detailed references to encounters with UFGs in the
air and in space, involving Russians and Americans. "The descriptions
of all cases of collisions between aircraft and UFGs could nake a
collection of many volumes," the report states.

COSMONAUTS AND ASTRONAUTS

As for cosnonaut encounters, they may have begun with the first
Russian in space, Yuri Gagarin. Gagarin is quoted in Thread 3 as saying
that "UFGs are real, fly at incredible speeds, and that he would be
willing to say nore if given permssion to do so." Sonme Russi an
ufol ogi sts are convinced that Gagarin died while chasing a UFO in a MIG
15. Eyewi tnesses say they watched the aerial encounter but no official
conclusions were nentioned.
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The second Russian in space, Titov, took along a filmcamera and
reportedly photographed a snall fleet of UFGs as they danced in front
of, behind, under, and around his capsule, according to the documents.
| was fortunate to see one frane of that film from another Russian
source. It appears to show seven | umnous objects hovering in front of
Titov's spacecraft.

The Russian docunents al so nake several references to encounters
between UFGs and Anerican astronauts. Informati on about these en-
counters was systenatically renoved fromthe public record by NASA In
the words of Thread 3, "during the fulfillment of the Apoll o program, in
t he Goddard Space Center, the instruction was to 'cleanthe pictures and
telemetrical data comng from the noon, referring to UFO'." The
Russians believe the orders to maintain a UFO coverup were handed to
NASA by t he Pentagon.

After analyzing Anerican transmssions and data from space, the
Russi ans are convi nced that our astronauts encountered UFGs on t he noon.
They think we haven't returned to the noon because we were warned to
stay away.

STALI N AND ROSWELL

According to the Thread 3 docunents, the Russian study of UFGs is
slated to continue at least through 1995, but when did it all begin?
The docunents note that unofficial studies by private individual s can be
traced back to the early 50's. Secret, official studies apparently
began even earlier.

For confirmation of the early studies, we succeeded in |ocating Dr.
Valeri Burdakov. Burdakov's nane has surfaced before in the Wst in
articles about Soviet ufology, but those references were based on a
single interview he once granted to a Russi an newspaper. Until we found
him Dr. Burdakov had never spoken before to a Wéstern journalist.

Dr. Burdakov's statenents not only confirm nmuch of what is
contained in the Thread 3 docunents, but al so shed |ight on sone of the
nmost intriguing questions in Amrerican UFO studies--specifically, the
question of crashed saucers, and nore specifically, Roswell.

As several researchers have speculated, if Roswell really happened,
the Russians should have known about it. New Mexico in 1947 was a
hot bed of Russian espionage activity. Hstory has proven that Russian
spies were active in Los A anos and around Wiite Sands because those
sites were hotbeds of nuclear weapon and mssile technol ogy research.
It only mnakes sense that the Russians would have naintained a
considerable intelligence presence in New Mexico during those years,
therefore, they certainly would have heard about the Roswel |l incident
and woul d have been very interested in know ng what really crashed.
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Inthe 1950's, Dr. Val eri Burdakov was a student at the prestigi ous
Moscow Avi ation Institute. The Institute is regarded as the birthpl ace
of the Russian space program 1It's where Sputnik was designed. And the
man who ran the show was Sergei Korolev, the father of Soviet rocketry
and the man credited wth being the founder of the Russian space
program Dr. Burdakov says he devel oped an interest in the UFO subject,
and this interest cane to the attention of Korolev. According to Dr.
Burdakov, he was told by Korolev and his colleagues that official
Russian interest in UFGs went right to the top.

DR BURDAKOV: "Korolev told me that, in 1948, he was invited to
the Kremlin to see Stalin, this was after the events in New Mexico and
after the death of Captain Mantell. Stalin brought Korolev into a room
where all the materials were spread on a table  western periodicals,
books, articles, UFO reports fromthe Soviet Union, information from
"special channels" in the U.S....Stalin wanted to know what did Korol ev
thi nk about the material concerning Roswell and UFGs. Korolev asked to
take the materials home to study themand was told 'no', he had to work
there....When Korolev finished the work, Stalin again asked him his

opinion. Korolev said the phenonmenon is real, ‘'they' do not appear to
be dangerous to our country, they are not manufactured in the States or
any other country, and the tinme will conme when it nust be studied

further. Stalin thanked himand said this sanme opinion was shared by
ot her specialists...."

"W know the US Ar Force possesses plenty of material about
UFGs. V¢ know the US Navy also has plenty of materials. V¢ know
about special orders given to keep all of the nmaterials secret. \Wen
curious people ask for the materials, they are told they're not there.
For the near future, the nost interesting materials wll be kept secret.
The owners of the material don't let it out.”

According to Dr. Burdakov, the Russians didn't buy the weat her
bal | oon explanation for Roswell, even back in the late 40's. They
concluded that UFOs weren't made in the US or in any other country,
and they recogni zed that UFGs deserved serious study. Dr. Burdakov says
he was given part of this assignnent by Korolev, and that he travel ed
around the USSR, to observatories and archives, and gathered up a
considerable file on UFO sightings.

Al though Dr. Burdakov is the only person to claim first hand
informati on about Korolev's study for Stalin, his story is supported to
sonme extent by the Thread 3 docunents. The docunments note that Stalin

did ask Korolev to study the UFO question, sonetine in the late 40's or
early 50's.

Al so supported in the Thread 3 papers is Dr. Burdakov's contention
that he and other top scientists were called upon to give secret
briefings about UFGs to Russian mlitary officials and atomc
scientists. Burdakov, along with D. Felix Y. Zzigel, D. Yuri Fomn,
and Dr. Rem Verl| anov provided these briefings behind cl osed doors, even
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Left to right: George Knapp, Interpreter, and Dr. Val eri Burdakov
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though it was virtually illegal at the tine to speak about UFGs in
public foruns, by order of Communist Party officials who, at |east
publicly, condemmed the UFO nmatter as a capitalist plot.

Dr. Burdakov is convinced the US A r Force and Navy possess vast
amounts of secret, previously unrel eased UFO evi dence and I nfornmation,
al though he declined to tell ne exactly how he knows this to be true.
Nor would he tell nme what the nature of that evidence m ght be. Today,
Dr. Burdakov works for a scientific think tank and is witing another
book.

SClI ENTI FI C EVI DENCE

Anerican scientists and debunkers have often expressed the opinion
that there is nothing to study when it comes to UFGs, no physical
evi dence, nothing that can be looked at in a |lab or under a m croscope.
This attitude seens to provide air cover for those scientists who sinply
aren't interested in the topic or who prefer to pursue subjects which
allow for nore lucrative grants and contracts.

Qur Russian expedition proved, beyond any reasonabl e doubt, that

| such a position is norally and scientifically bankrupt. The very
hi ghest |evels of the Russian science establishment have been invol ved
with UFO studies for decades. Wile there is still disagreenent about

what UFGs represent, there is little disagreenent about whether the
topi c deserves scientific scrutiny.

RUSSIA'S FRI ENDLY SKEPTI C

Dr. Yuli Platov is regarded as Russia's premer UFO skeptic. He
works at The Institute for Terrestrial Magnetismbut is also the point
man for Russia's Acadeny of Sciences on the study of urFos. Dr. Pl atov
says the Acadeny has been formally studying UFGs since the mid-1970's,
that ten different scientific institutes have been involved with the
effort, that thousands of case files, photos, and draw ngs have been
conpi l ed and anal yzed. '

He describes hinself as a skeptic, but a friendly skeptic. By
that, he agrees that well over 90 percent of UFO sightings studied by
t he Acadeny of Sciences can be explained in prosaic terns, a figure that
is consistent with the conclusions of reputable American researchers.
PMatov says that, in order to identify a new phenonenon, a scientist
must proceed carefully by identifying that which is not new

However, he isn't shy about admtting that nany UFO cases are not
expl ainable and he specifically does not rule out the possibility of
extraterrestrial or alien visitations.

Sone of the photos he has conpiled are nost intriguing, including
one case that has previously been reported in the MJFON UFO Journal .
Russian witnesses say they saw a UFO |land on a frozen |ake and then
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watched it take off. But left behind was a large circular formation on
the ice. It was as if the concentric ice circles had been dug into the
frozen | ake by a sharp instrunment or a sharp edge on the bottom of the
UFQ VW mght say that this represents cold, hard evidence of
something.. .a Russian version of crop circles, perhaps? (Or. M atov
said there have been dozens of reports of standard crop formations in
Russian fields over the past few years but he did not have files on
t hose cases.)

Or. Patov was also generous enough to turn over to us several
dozen of his case files, conplete with UFO photos, for further anal ysis

here in the Vest. He summed up his attitude by saying that science
should be interested i n pursuing the unexpl ai ned, that the prospect of
extraterrestrial life is of utnmost inportance, and that we rnust follow

t he evidence where it |leads, not allow ng pre-conceived ideas to cl oud
our judgerrent, whet her those preconceptions are pro-U-Oor con-UFQ In
ny judgenent, that's the way skepticismis meant to work. It shouldn't
mean a refusal to accept any data which doesn't conformto our |limted
version of reality or which conflict with our ego-driven public
positions.

LANDI NG S TE STUD ES

Anot her scientist who thinks there is plenty of UFO evi dence for
legitimate study is Dr. Rem Verlamov, one of the founders of Russian
ufology and a professor at the Mscow Institute of Technol ogy. Dr.
Verlamov's early research on UFGs is chronicled in the Thread 3
docunents. He currently serves as president of the Russian Uol ogists
Lhion, one of several such organizations in the C.I.S. Li ke Dr.
Burdakov, Professor Verlanmov agreed to talk to us specifically because
we chose to avoid contact wth some of the better known spokespersons
and organizations. Verlanov and sone of his coll eagues regard these
other organizations as publicity seekers and fast buck artists, not
scientists. (f course, anyone famliar with Anerican fology can rel ate
to this sort of aninosity between rival groups and organizations.

For nearly 30 years, Dr. Verlanov has specialized in studying
alleged UFO I anding sites. W en UFO | andi ngs are reported by w t nesses,
he and ot her researchers assenbl e their equi pnent and head out into the
field to try and neasure physical characteristics of the sites. Ten
such sites are in the direct vicinity of Mdscow, and Dr. Verlanov has
docunented sone fairly anmazing results at sone of these sites.

DR VERLAMDV: "The nmain thrust of our work is not to contact 'the
space intellect' but to understand howthe universe works. W wanted to
answer three questions....l) Do other worlds and di nensi ons exist? V¢
have neasured 22 physical constants to suggest the answer is yes. 2) Do
the laws of physics exist in those other worlds. No, they don't, and
the differences can be docurented. 3) Can we contact this other
intelligence. The answer is yes, but we nust be careful."
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"V di scovered nany neasurabl e characteristics within the |anding
sites. The plants inside these circles or inpressions were greatly
changed. P ants which were inside the circles contai ned 20-30 percent
nmore phosphorous and carbon, and they grow at a slower rate....We
studied 40 elenents in the soil through spectrography. Twenty of those
el enents were found in concentrations 20-60 times higher inside the
circles than outside. Lead was found to be 14 times as concentrated,
titanium 8.5 times....Cobalt, barium and zinc, 3-4 tines. V¢ also
docunent ed physi cal and psychol ogi cal effects. 1Insidethe circle, heart
rates and bl ood flow were 60% higher. Qur testing equipment was al so
affected at times." S

VW conducted an experiment to see if the measurenent of tine m ght
be affected by the energy inside the l|anding sites. W used both
mechanical and crystal timne pi eces, which were synchroni zed, then pl aced
bot h inside and outside of the sites. Wat we found was that, after two
hours inside the landing sites, tine speeded up. The tine pieces inside
and outside were no |onger synchronized."

There are sone fairly amazi ng results _neasurabl e differences in
t he chem cal conposition of soil and plants inside the alleged | andi ng
sites. (These results are remniscent of some results obtained from
analyzing soil sanples taken from English crop formation sites.)
According to Dr. Verlamov's extensive experinents, even the neasurement
of time can be affected by the energy fields at these sites.

Verlamov says sone of the neasurabl e effects at the all eged | andi ng
sites can be detected for years after the |l anding itself, so studi es can
go on and on. He has had plenty of hel p over the years in his research,
not only fromthe famous Ir. Felix Zigel, but fromother |esser known
scientists. Dr. Yuri S nakov, for exanple, is a biologist working for
a government Food Institute. Al though known wi thin Russian scientific
circles, he had never shared sone of his UFO-related findings wth
western sources until we found him

Dr. S makov has identified sonme truly amazing phenonena inside
alleged UFO landing sites. He specializes in neasuring single-cell
organisns in the soil at these sites. Wuat he has found is_ there are
none. For some reason, single cell organi sns di sappear fromthe soil at
spots where U-Gs al |l egedly set down. Two inches outside the |anding
site, the soil teens with mcroscopic life, but inside, nothing. The
soil is barren. '

By carefully sanpling the soil at these sites, Dr. S nakov says he
has been able to determ ne the shape of the objects which |landed. |If
there are no bugs in the soil, he assunes that's a spot where the UO
touched down. H's neasurenents have shown that some of the craft which
al l egedly | anded have circul ar bottons, some are el aborate spirals. He
has cat al ogued several different shaped | andi ng appar at us.
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. Dr. Yuri simakov displays chart
relating to one alleged |landing site,.
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An even nore intriguing discovery was nmade by Dr. S nmakov at two
alleged landing sites, one outside of Mscow, another hundreds of mles
away in Kazakhstan. The alleged |andings occurred in 1981 and 1992
respectively. At both locations, sonething unusual was found in the
soil —tiny colorful balls of unknown origin. Neither S nmakov nor any
of his coll eagues have been able to determne what this nmaterial is or
why it was in the soil. Sinakov said he anal yzed the material and that
it apparently contains all the building blocks of Ilife. In one
experiment, he put the balls into water and they opened up like seed
pods. He jokingly referred to themas cosmc sperm

DR SI MAKOV: "The single-cell organisns sinply |eave the sites.
They di sappear. They don't die. It's as if they were forced to |eave
the sites. == W al so experinented with insects. Insects have different
receptors than we do. | suspect that insects can feel fields not known
to us, or fields that are slightly varied. Wen we placed flies in a
dish and put the dish into the landing site, the flies went wild,
buzzing and junping around...."

"The balls...I can't find any evidence of their existence in any
printed material. They nmay be forned as a result of transnutation, as
If oxygen was transforned into sodium under the influence of the UFQ
O maybe they are containers to carry life fromone planet to another.
Still the objects are not known."

"Ohe nore thing. At the spots where | found the balls, the flies
we used in our experinents not only went wld but were killed, and
nosqui toes could be found outside the landing site, but not inside.”

" COSM C SPERW?”

Al t hough pr.. Sinmakov had only a snall sanple of this naterial, he
gave us a portion of it in hopes that Anerican scientists mght be able
to figure out what it is. Smuggling cosmc sperm through Russian
custons i s an understandably nerve-w acki ng undertaki ng, but we nmanaged
to get half of the world's known supply back to the US for analysis.

Because Dr. Sinmakov described the material's properties as simlar
to seeds, we began our investigation of the stuff wth a plant pathol ogy
lab. Dr. Jack Kasher suggested the University of Nebraska's |ab, one of
the best in the world, and we sent thema snall sanple. According to
Dr. Ann Midaver, an interdisciplinary team poked, prodded, and observed
the material for a period of 30 days. Wiile the teamfound the nateri al
to be intriguing, their bottomline is--they didn't know what it was
either. They do not believe it is microbial--meaning, it doesn't act
like any seed they've ever seen and did not open up when placed into
water. They had guessed at first that it mght be an excretion froma
plant or insect but ruled those out. They further concluded that the

bal | s have gl ass-like qualities and suggested we m ght contact a chemi st
to figure out the exact conposition.
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Qur next step was to take sone of the nmaterial to physicist Dr.
Harry Fechter in Las \egas. Dr. Fechter has worked on nunerous
classified prograns for the Defense Department, at Univ. of California,
Berkel ey and Los Al anos National Lab, and was chairman of the Physics
Departnent at the Wniversity of Nevada, Las Vegas. He examned the
material, visually and under a mcroscope but did not performany nore
sophi sticated analysis. According to Dr. Fechter, the material |ooks as
if it were created as the result of a high-heat industrial process.
However, he would not venture a guess about how this material ended up
in soil inthe mddl e of nowhere at two sites in Russia and separated by
11 years.

At his suggestion, we contacted the only coomercial lab in the v.S.
whi ch practices a process known as activation analysis. This process
irradiates material and determines its conposition on the basis of how
quickly the material decays. But the conpany told us that it only
searches for | esser known el enents, cannot identify conpounds, and woul d
have to keep any material we sent because the naterial would be
radi oactive afterward. V¢ took a pass.

Now, another small sanple of the naterial has been forwarded to a
wel | known scientist who has extensive scientific contacts in foreign
countries. The sanple is already in the hands of a national lab in
another country, and we are hoping that we will get sone answers this
time. I'll let you know

The experiences of Ir. S nmakov and Dr. Verlamov nake it clear that
there is evidence and data which can be studied, using rigorous -
scientific standards, contrary to what nost Anerican scientists say. It
Is possible to practice good science while investigating the unknown,
but it requires sonmething that too few of our mainstream scientists
have__an open, inquisitive mnd, and a little bit of backbone.

CONCLUSI ONS
Tremendous change has swept the once-powerful Soviet Union. Those
changes are still unfolding. Sone people even suspect there nay be a
UFO connection to those changes. After all, we know that forner

President Reagan remarked in public on five occasions how cooperative
the world would be if we were suddenly faced with a threat from outer
space. W know that M khail Gorbachev responded, saying he agreed. W
know that CGorbachev is quoted in Russian news articles as telling an
audi ence that UFGs are quite real. W know that M. Reagan allegedly
had two UFO sightings of his own.

V¢ know that UFGs have denonstrated their nmastery over terrestrial
technol ogy, 1ncluding our nost advanced weapons systens, both in the
US and Russia. And while our mlitary won't admt it, the Russians
have been openi ng up.
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In recent news articles, three Russian generals have publicly
acknow edged the reality of UFGs. The statenments were pronpted, in
part, by a rash of UFO sightings over Mbdscow in March, 1990. Pilots
cl ocked the UFGs at speeds of 3000 mles per hour, yet they didn't fire
on them under direct orders. The Chief of the Soviet Ar Defenses
acknow edged in news interviews. A year l|later, the Deputy Mnister of
Defense confirned this earlier estination. And shortly after that, a
CGeneral Tarosev announced that "the UFOreality is beyond doubt." These
are not Uologist naking these statenents.

VW know t hat the Russians published an article in 1989 argui ng t hat
the superpowers need to cooperate on the issue of UFGs because a
sighting mght one day trigger a nuclear exchange. W know that UFGCs
have appeared over nuclear facilities in both nations and have
denonstrated their control of our weapons systens.

Yet doubts and doubters remain. In Russia, news of our journey was
met with overt hostility in some circles. A lengthy article in a
communi st-1inked newspaper raked us over the coals for stealing the
secrets of the Mdtherland, and it attacked our sources for their
cooperation wth checkbook-toting foreigners.

Here in the US, we recently read an article in Omi Mgazine in
which M. James (oberg argued that all infornation about UFGs which
emanates from Russia mnust be disregarded out of hand because the
Russians are incapable of distinguishing phony UFGs, especially
governnent rocket tests, fromthe real item This position is ridicu-
| ous. The Russian Acadeny of Science has al ready weeded out nore than
.90 percent of the cases It has studied but is still interested in the
rest. The Russian Mnistry of Defense did the sane, and they were cer-
tainly in a position to know when and where mssile tests took place.

Sone people don't want the world to change. That's too bad,
because the world is about to |eave them behind. No less a Russian
authority than Lenin, as quoted in a book by Jacques Vallee, said, "if
we succeed in establishing interplanetary communications, all our
philosophical, noral, and social views will have to be revised."

Perhaps it's tine to start doing just that.
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U-O photos fromthe files of the Acadeny of Sciences.,
Still considered "unexplained.®
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Orswing of a OEO spotted by militsry persoocnel.
From the fiiSs oI the ADademy of Soience.
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