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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS OPERATIONAL COMMAND
RAAF
PENRITH 1W NSW

8 7 FEB 1966

AR UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT — TULLY AREA

- 1 i - A report of investigations conducted by
Headquarters RAAF Base TOWNSVILLE into the recent sighting
of an unidentified flying object in the TULLY area is

enclosed.

X 2 This headquarters believes that the depressions
‘of the swamp grass were caused by small isolated waterspouts.
3a For information, Mr, R.C. RUSSELL who submitted

*&e_:.mesorts of the 13th and 2lst Janunary 1966, is a committee
‘mem| of the Queensland Flying Saucer Research Bureau.
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REFORT ON AERTAL OBJECT OBSERVED

| Name of Observer +ASQ%4E. ALTTA] . PEDLEY. AGed. 28, 8AN8 1 eeers s ahes
) r' g, Address of Observer SYVES Jiehmay. THAlVs....n.. ‘..e..“n,‘,..__,,......
5 I ‘3. Ocoupation of Observer .EANSRA SXOFEXa........
I‘I 4. Date and Time of Observation (Time given in 24 hour clock zonal time)
i _.;M!ﬁﬁr.-e;t...,vm R L SR N Ut e
{ 5. Period of observation (8)e. APPHE 15, 58C0NA8s . .. evvirnrnrnnnainnnns
‘ e

6. Mamer of observation: (Give details of omn position by map reference
]:_” P 1b15, or w knovn landmarks, and describe sny eguipment used

bservation
%-avsllzmg ‘on & tractor about % mile from farm house of Albert

E‘W ckinshan Boad.Purang. Aktentian, aktracted. by hissing noise
heard over noise of tractor-similar to air escaping from tyre;

- ehseked' res and' was® Tooking "about* fur source: uf ‘nov'we  when he saw
> 4 mw.m A3.v8x5d%, heed.. Mo, satical .instrvunents. used. in sighting,
. T1

._.._:..!.-.-..._'.r-plln'o'l.--.....-..l.oho-a---latln-na.»-rslﬂl.a-r.ll.ualnolol

7. Whore was object first observed, e.g. overheal, couing from behind
1 er the horizon etc.

sbout 25 yar s ahead at height of about 30 feet rising
'e"&eai]?;.ﬂl.l{.t.l..!..‘l!O.Glllﬂsl.llioz:J ST oessssstanvaREERER D

.3'*m’ml-bjlj'-.I‘....IIJI..Il.l.l..l..OII.IIlI.ll.ll..ll.l.l.i...li...

8. !haﬁm:k ﬂmotaa abserver's attention, e.g. light or noise.

_._msﬁl-‘I..IOOII.III.II...l’DI-'IDI..I.-..I[...'......

- obj: appear, as a light or as a definite object.
ts object no light visible.

!:tﬁi-.nl‘?QQUOUDIGICOUQilnt-c;nn-l--uo LA A NN N E R R RN R LR

._,"'\” !59’ ﬂtﬁmmm‘kbﬁnmobdect, how many we:ra there, and what was

.M!

r of the light or opject.. &0 E. BREY;dull-ponsreflecting
12 What was its apparent shape IQ.5ARGETSSTACE 1O FASS. .. L iiiuieeeens

L . ; : i
ﬂ ;' - QﬁFFQ!l!A!IO.ocqp-.caoa.-1;-l.----n---------.--.1-:=‘-ao¢nnu.-.-l.llona.
|>‘ .
13, Wgs any detail of st .Objeect sbout 25 feek, nd 8'to9"
T W et ta% of g rictﬁaﬂer%%héﬁv < 2. Lgek. Aoug. A

. III....I..-.I.l.‘ll!l..'.-q. R T XN TR R RN *RtesTRNSIERBEgssERAS

iﬁ!'ﬂﬁ?*ﬂﬂthﬂd.ﬁf pzopulﬂiﬂn obvious'Q........ Grasdssssastasnensanann .
15. Was there any somdl'oug;}??ﬁj;n‘g. noise which seemed to diminish as object "_
I R R R e First seenat treetop height 30!Rose verticall

‘ T 6. Feightnshenge o ﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂ"%ﬁ%&mt'}Héﬂ'&énéﬁted,cl'fmﬁiné "5 WEGUY 45 degree ‘;
o T remely fast; Yo estimate of eed but much g
S L P e e B R o r i 5
| 18. State any experience which enables observer to be rcasonsbly certain i
e sbout the answers given to 16 and 17, 1

See 16.It was near treeto =
K o . Ps and these gave observer a good basis foF bk
\ e S DG DU R RO D A K T L OO ‘t

it is normally impossible to estimate the height and spped of a
object it will usually be better to endeavour to determine the
le of elevation of the subaect, the angle through which it moved,
the time taken to ﬁo this



D

d (Contd) wont

] mmm of flight with reference to landmarks or points of
tha n;mpﬁas.

- Rose, ) .59, BPQuE, 80 . Fest . end 4 epAnted. AQUIR West climbi
3 ‘QEEA :ér;gaz,appeare t{o be rotating for fulélh.htime observeg?

object remain on & straight path, deviate or manoeuvre at

.. %llq-l]a'i.qpmlplabtﬂq-lD‘lale!?.?7-1.0.-..-Illl.ltt.-..-........

: O‘f exhaust, vapour or light seen (T R S

Mid air:;receeded into distance.

li‘.‘.”!!'-l-.l..l'.'..l.cl..t- L e T Y R R e R ]
e of any physical evidence such as fragments, photegraphs,
porting evidenoces

mﬁ near circular degression in swam;? grass at point
LTl =115 o ?Iélh'é JADLULT 32" 1Y "AhE 95 WI4s, Ulass

! E@w&%%aﬁeﬂa Lof MR t5T, Aying 4p, mEEf-clockwise curves

- &m‘imtimml.o--anooo.ooooo.oo---.lcooo---o-ca..cnnt-qoo.g

any meteorological stations in the general area S3T@MS11. pnd
' wenil‘ricea grgﬂ“aather reporti%g Stationa.gairna Airport

‘mon..-ou-u-------.c.s-o-ou.c L R R R N R N

ey s TR Observe& reported this mattez- to Tul Folice
~went th me to tpe ‘;I:.e._o the d repsion in the am .B;L""araion
"_,ihh‘.fu&éa“ﬁb ‘information "that "the' 0B ect " (see AU rose vertically
SAT s $33..500. Ahen Mevt, QTf. AR, emizh.t&linmm pathe.
thm : see 23) and further that there was no smell of combustiol
-mrm of. .gT88s . 0%, Aresa .visihlegthat. the.flsttenad. grass or
'33 qaite green when he first saw the depression;on his return
ﬂ.f SPE OO the-grlee-hld--turnedobm.u----n--u-n-u-----u
In this matter I formed the opinion that the
y d e E8ona - iy hhes owany grase had been -cansed *by 'a - smerkle he:.icopt.'
an th&t the observer,in the early mornin.g bright sunlight shining on |
| the rotor may have mistaken the shape.iis description of the takeoff
\ lent some strength to my opinion.However here was cleared land to the_
east for about 200 yards where such an sircraft could have more safely
; landed instead of the position indicated by the observer,close to
- trm. Later I was informed by Wallace Evans of 68 Bryant Street,
: : ly,8n electrician ¢hat he hes seen similar markings in a swamp at
ine Beach and is quite certain that it was caused by a whirl- |
‘ll'ind.aucking up water into a waterspout,uprooting the grass and laying
it out ip a similar pattern. At 3.30pm. /66 1 took m semple ofi

the grass at the site and have forwarded er; separate cover pn
even ﬂhte.

.Sgt.é/c 3L35.

‘Questions 25,26 and 27 to be answersd by interrogator, 26/1/6
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| saucer tske off from the

clambered
{foot-deep swamp to re-

UFO 'nests’
probed

SPECIMENS from the North Queenslond

flying saucer “nests’”
the Queensland University
ment today for radioactivity

ar?

Queensland Flying(treve mome of the
Saucer Research|which is said to have en
Bureau committee|iQUched  BY & fiying
member (Mr, R. Rus- hl:e anid nrl:eh!rwarda: 3

i id no trouble ettin
sell) announced this samples of (he st pard |
iast night. and mud which normallyl

Three “nests™ were founa

will be flown to
Physics Depart-
tests.

lie on the bottom of the!

in Ierma Tully district Jast|lagoon, They were floating |
wee

They are circular clear-
iings. of dry reeds, s
‘Many people who havel
seenl them  ‘belleve they!
iwere  made by  fiylng
saucers,
The ' first “nest” was
swamp by

ound in a
banana r Mr, Geprge

Pedley. He said he saw a

spoy last Wednesday,
p'g':he second nmiy third

re. first sighted can
facmer Mt Mo Wacane
and  school
img aroun
| Lszoon, -
“Most unusual
|..The lagoon is on the
mpettﬁ of cane farmer
I NIr, Pennisl, at
!_El_.ursm_u. \

’ Vi

ig, when walk-
Huorseshoe

COCLEEL~ rrrre

ur-They
rounded by green  reeds.|sucked u

teacher Mr.|in

on top, i

“IL I8  most unusoal, |
must  have been|
by something.” |
Mr, ushell said  the!
radiogctivity tests made on)
the samples of mud, grass,
and toots from the “nest’
In the lagoon would be
e way of “finding out
the faots"

L d-i:mdl.l‘f

ave
active it wou%:bp in keep~|
Ing with similur discoveries

Memﬂegﬂe._ the Pennigls
have reported that o, con-
stant siream of cnrs Lave!
poured through  their,
antpurty since the reparts
“We used to be tical
about this sort m
but there seems to be nol
other explanation for th
rks

lagoon,” _Mrm:. Pem?gl “xia,
24 A /T
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Queensland Flying|
Saucer Research
Bureau committee
member (Mr, R. Rus-
sell) announced this
last night.

Three "nests” were Tound
in the Tully' district last

ings of dry reeds, sur-

seen them believe they
were made by  {lying
saucers.

The first "nest" ‘was
found in & swamp by

Pedley. He sald he skw o
sauctlrastw‘i:; off from the
spot

p'c!"t‘:c second andy

were r.irsl. sishmrl b mme

Hank Panm:ag when walk=-
ing aroun: Horseshoe

'nests’
e probed

o,
.6-.0\‘\\'\51*!5 from the North Queenslond
flying soucer “nests” will be flown to
the Queenslond University Physics Depart-
ment today for radioactivity tests.

trieve some of the
which is =ald to have
touched by a flying
saucer,

He said afterwards: *1
had no trouble getting
samples of the grass roots
and mud. which normally

lie on the bottom of the
Ingoon. They were floating|

Iweck. (on top.

They must  have hecl.f

; suck:d up by something.”

Russell  sald the
rsdimctlviw tests made on
the mplcs of mud, grass

urn the “yast/!
in be

Wm d be in ku
en | ing with similar discove

n_Europe.

Munwhne uw 'E‘ennlul.s
have reported that o con-
stant stream of cars have

l:lr&perty .m“li‘-“{'i: reports

wee]
“We used to be tical

one way oI "ﬂndmg out|
banana grower Mr, George [the facts.

their|
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A Tully farmer has reporfed seeing a "flying saucer” wh

B el L o et

2 {
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I"Flying Saucer” Seen Near Tully

ile driving a Iraclor from one farm ~

lo another near Tully. Soon affer he found a big area of flatiéned grass, aboul 30 feef by 20 feet,

in 3 swamp.
Mr, George P
Tully police

qu;_ on

edley told
of his exper-
Wednesdny

morning ke was driving a
i tractor from Tuily to n
banapa plantation, about

eight miles south of Tully. |
ing  Mr |

When  aporoach
Albert Pennisi’s farm, he
heard a loud hissing noise,
louder than the nolse of
the tructor,

HISSING NOISE

AL first he thought the
tractor  was pglving
trooble, But, as the hiss-
ing  nolse  erew  wtill
louder, be pealised I was
something  else,

Gazing around, Mr, Pad-
ley told poller. he saw

*“I do not believe In fy-
inr ssucers not - vet
said Sergeant Movian
have to see one Arst"

INEXPLICABLE

| “Bu. the peculinr mark
In  the swamp grass
seems guite Inexplicabile,
It opeurred to me that
It may possibly have been |
mude by a helicopter, but
Lo tho best of my know-
ledee thare Has been no'!
such pincratt in the area’’
Sargenat  Movinn  muid |
bRt smnllor tvn n-llmr>|
tecy wommonly put down |
When! thelr  fust -:u'pnlv!
was nenrly exhousted und |
rofuelled themsolvos from |
drums - carried on  the|
| oroft |
| -But ngainst the  heli-|

“ |

object he did not
what be waz looking at.

He said that he “could
not  believe his eves at
Arat” but after seeing its |
shape and size, the speed |
with which it flew away |
and the impressions made
in the pras= afterwards,
he took It to be & “Hying
saucer’’,

Mr. Pedley, who s 2R
anid that the object looked
like two saucers joined to-
gether with & small cabin

at its top sand another
amall  projection  under-|
neath,

|
He said it was about 24 |
or 25 feet long, nine feat
deep, wsnd was  greyish- |
blue (o colour.

The object had hovered
about

20 fect from the |
ground for &t least a |
minute bafore riging |

U |eopter theory, he said, was | 8traight up and flying off |
clreular ablect above some | the

trees about 40 vards away,
The object seemed to dip
M 5 littie, then took off at

h avead and soon dis-
soneared,

A% hie continued to drive
the Lractor. ho saw the
big depression in the tall

BN Ereen grass in the swamp-
Tand.

i sSWRINT. contained

BN mbout. five feat of water,

with long green crass and
H rushes Erowing

0 Lhrough £ The crass had
besn  pushed in an
hrea about 30 feel by 20
feat

On Thursday. the offi
| c¢F in charge
| police  (Sergeant First
| Cle=s A V. Movian) went
| Lo the ares nnd Inspected
=i th:  deoression in  the
|| swamn crass
He said the erass In the
depression. was still lyving
lat and had browned of,
although It did not appear
| to hiave been hurned. Mr
Fediow bud suld that the
| previous v whan he
saw. the huge mark. the
RrasE Wos guite groan
Sergesn

by eattle or othet anl
rrindy, heep warg  no

tracks

faep that

the
|slon in the

depres-

towards the south-west,

Tully = police
tacted the

later ' con-
RAAF, baseat |

AWAMP  Erhsa
| %ns in very close prox-
| Iimity to trees, and a hell- |
teopler.  pilot  could have §

|found a much hotier land-

{ing spot in. a closr area
jabo 0 or 200 yards
further out

On Thursday night, 3
| Pedley told =
Bulletin' reporicer th
|When he first saw  the

of Tully §

know |

Garbutt ahbout the sight-
ing, and the matler is
now being investigated by
RAAF. personnel

Pictured obove is the
scene which confronted
Mr. Pedley after he had
seen, what he believed
was a “‘flying soucer’.
The  picture  clearly
shows a large areo of
grass which was
flattened by the object.

(Tully Studip photo)
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(Write on this side only)

PO Reports received from CAIRVS and TULLY area on 1JANES

k xnﬁﬁ, report concorne UFO aighted in MACHANS BEACH area
”I-’; m"?’ Mxr 2.C. Busael ] of Bu 151 Po‘t omoo

_ ‘in the ares at the time, This® Tutter
d on 17JAN66 - copy of which ie attached,

[ved from Sgt AW, Moylan of TULLY
Ng of POTANG6. This report

16g spproxinately 12 wiles South East of

oy nf TULLY, Eralininaxy investigation was
befors contadting this headquarters ,

I_qﬁ_m that wa would be forwarding proformis

] This was glso forwarded
Pighting to the Officer 1o Charpe of

B.C. Bus2ell,

Be Bighting near TULLY was reported in the Townsvills Daily
Pride ANEG.  Subsaquent Prees reports were made
FIvings om 21 end 220ANSE, cuttings of which will be

_ On Nonday 2474055 T received o second letter from

SAE] anclosing AowWspaper cuttings from the
Tuls will be scknowledged in dus course,

- 1% was confirmed that there were no Service
SPerating in the aress at the time of the sighting,
of all correspondence will %= forwarded together

bl proformns to HQGPCOH._

i will keep you informad of further devalopusnts,
L I




Innisfail Distriot,
Tully Ststion.

' _ 26/1/66.
I ¥ ‘J‘ﬁ ..; / /
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-
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Relative ©/UNIDENTIFIED OBECI SIGHTED NEAR TULLY,0900Hp
19/1/66.Ret.5/40/AAr(18) of 21st.Jampary,1966, 3 "3

A = <o -

Foa 2 o K"‘.mrjl
I have to rapur recoipt of your communication o

: . above reference on 25/1/66 and return herwith completed
Lt . questionsire forwardsd by you under that cover, '

s o]y Sguh On 21/1/66 8t 3.30pm.,in response to a request by

s - I:.lan.&cu 1 took & semple of the grase from the deprezs
- {on in the ewsmp grees at the site and I em forwarding ||
=k  that under separate cover,with a copy ofthis communicatiy
Byt on even dete. o

LR = . Plesse feel free to regquest any further mtamﬂ.i‘

i r "k » rcq:ait‘ad-

R B A o = Orricer Commending,

o ] n Headguarters,
RAAF Base,

| Townsville.
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Yours falthtully,
; *;,WL‘/ﬁ/// cnllas |
Por Offlcer Commanding
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Dear m.
1s Reference your memo dated 2nd February 1966.

% Investigations of the area surrounding the reported "lests",
testing of samples taken from ground them and interrogation of persons
4involved in the report failed to revesl anything of signifioance.

3. However, during enquiries a mmber of local residents stated
that the reported "nests" are fairly common during the omset of the "wet".
Purthermore, the University of Queensland stated that there was nothing
umatursl in the ssaples submitted and assessed that the "nasta" could
have been the result of severe turbulagnce, which normally accompany line

m&mmmmm&nﬁutmma
the year.

4 There is no explamation for the visible phencmena reported but
it could have been associated with or the result of "down draughts”, "willy
willies" or "water spouts” that are kmown to ocour in the arees.

Sa Enclosed for infermation and retemtion by your orgmniszation ere

a mmber of photographs teken in Janmuary of this year from an airfield in the
tropice giving & fins exsmple of the type end growth of a cloud formetion
ocourring with a severe "down draught". This whirling mass of tropical air
with thunderstorm sokivity, on resching the esrth's surface may
dinsipate end pubgide or persist giving rise to dust eddies, water spouts,
ete, and leaving a telltale ciroular pattern on the ground. Should it

oocur over a swampy veed bed the effect would be to flatten the reeds with
eircular patterm. Hesultent photographs and investigations of the "nests"
to £fit in with this theory snd is accepted as a possible cause of the
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This Department has no further informetion to add to the afore-
mentioned dotails.

Yours faithfully,

{Sep.) A. B. McFARLANE

(A B. McParlane)
/SECRETARY

Enclst
5 2 B A
”_*Ci_ﬂiﬂfr,qrm.e; He iag.? ' M(m

f] HALL

lc

C‘“.?‘._H

Mu 0
ek, B
ﬁo\% ’ /\fiw



